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Our present sheet is more than usually supplied with 
articles of an interesting character; and, by a close atten- 
tion to the progress of things, we endeavor to make . for 
the delay that necessarily belongs to a weekly publica- 
tion—and to render the whole, as far as is practicable, a 
faithful history of events as they pass down to futurity, 
and easy for reference. Many articles prepared for this 
paper are postponed. 

The report of the committee of the senate on the bank 
of the United States, made by Mr. J'yler, presents many 
highly interesting, and not a few very curious statements 
and facts. Itisa document of much length and power— 
and its bearing is, not to continue the charter of the 
bank, but to relieve it of the grave charges of misma- 
nagement that have been preferred against it—a majori- 
ty of the committee not being friendly to the bank, or a 
bank, having constitutional objections to such an institu- 
tion. We have some difficulty, on account of its volume 
of matter, what to say about an insertion of this report— 
but it ought to be registered. We cannot, however, un- 
dertake it immediately—for other things of more direct 
interest are before us, especially Mr. Clay’s report from 
the committee on foreign relations in the senate, and se- 
veral other able and important papers may be speedily 
expected—especially the reports concerning the general 
post office, about which a great deal has been said, and 
highly excited the public curiosity. All which, with 
entire impartiality, we wish to lay promptly before our 
readers, 

‘“‘The praise of the praise-worthy.”? Ata meeting of 
the directors of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road com- 
pany, the resolution that follows was unanimously adopt- 
ed, on Tuesday last— 

On motion of William Patterson, esq.—resolved, unanimously, 
That we deeply lament the death of the late Robert Oliver, 
whose early, efficient and cordial co-operations, so materially 
aided in the prosecution of the great work in which we are en- 
gaged—that we retain the highest respect for his memory, and 
sincerely deplore his loss, not only as a most valuable member 
of this board, but as a citizen estimable in all the relations of 
life—cherished and beloved by the community in which he so 
long lived, and to the prosperity of which he so largely contri- 
buted, 

An extraordinary compliment has been paid to Mr. 
John Q. Adams, by the house of representatives, for his 
eulogy of the late gen. LaraxeTTE, as will be seen in the 
proceedings of that body. It is, no doubt, well deserved, 
and a just tribute to the worth of the orator selected— 
than whom no man was better fitted, by early associations 
and a mature knowledge of the illustrious dead, and by 
talent and power, to speak of him. It has been ordered 
that fifty thousand copies of his eulogium, printed ina 
superior manner, shall be published, at the national ex- 
pense.* This testimony throws a severe censure on 
some past things—but let these ‘‘rest in peace!” 

It has been remarked, that the representative of no 
“crownec head” in Europe, was present at the delivery 
of thiseulogium. The following explanation is publish- 
ed in the New York Commercial, with respect to two of 
them— 

The absence of both the English and French ministers from 
the national celebration in honor of the memory of Lafayette, 
has been noted in all the papers as a significant fact. It is now 
understood that sir Charles Vanghan and M. Serurier addressed 
a joint note to Mr. Adams, requesting him to inform them whe- 
ther there was any thing in the disconrse he was about to deli- 
ver, which, in his opinion, it would be improper or unpleasant 
for them to listen to. The terms of Mr. Adams’ reply are not 
known, but they were such as to determine the gentlemen to 








*The senate also, after a very handsome notice of the oration 
by Mr. Clay, ordered ten thousand copies for the distribution of 
ils members—being in full proportion to the number ordered by 
the house. 
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whom it was addressed notto attend. Their course is not at 
all surprising. 


At a convention lately held in Mississippi, Mr. M. 
Van Buren and Thomas H. Benton were named as can- 
didates for the presidency and vice presidency of the 
United States. The latter has published a long letter, 
warmly approving the first nomination, but declining that 
offered to himself. 

A majority of the members of the legislature of Ohio, 
with several other prominent citizens of that state who 
happened to be at the seat of government at the time, 
met, a few days ago, and recommended John UcLean, 
of Ohio, as a candidate for the presidency of the United 
States, in 1836—saying that the electoral tieket in that 
state will sustain the nomination, &c. 

A political paper, to be called ‘*7The Sun,” is about 
to be established at Washington, by John Pope Trotter, 
to support the election of Hugh L. White, esq. of Ten- 
nessee, to the presidency of the United States. The 
proposed editor says— 

We believe that judge White has, in this respect, an adyan- 
tage over any Other person who has been spoken of for the pre- 
sidency. It is now believed that the opposition will put no 
candidate in nomination; and all wellinformed persons admit 
that the only contest will be between judge White and such 
candidate as may be nominated by the office holders’ conven- 
tion, constituted, as it necessarily must be, of party leaders, 
liven L. Wutre is the people’s candidate, and, when eleeted, 
will be the people’s president; administering the government 
for their benefit, in firmness, moderation and justice. 

That judge White is an honest and correet man—an 
intelligent gentleman and a sound patriot, we have no 
manner of doubt, from some knowledge of his eharacter 
and conduet—though, on several important points of po- 
licy, we differ materially from him; but it would seem 
to us ‘‘premature,”’ at least, in Mr. ‘Trotter, to speak of 
what he calls ‘‘the opposition,” in the manner that he 
has: not that we pretend to any sort of knowledge on 
that subject—but as having reference only to possible, 
if not even probable events, that may materially change 
the present prospect of things. These, however, are 
matters that we never discuss. 

John M. Robinson, at present a senator in congress 
trom the state of Hlinois, has been re-elected for six 
years from the 3d of March next, when his present term 
will expire. 

We heartily wish that the following statement may be 
true—not at all on account of the particular matter to 
which the action of the gentlemen Was directed—but that 
the ‘‘right of instruction” may not lose its just power, 
when properly exerted by the people or the states. It is 
a right that slrould not be urged on transient party or 
personal feelings. If so it shall be, and frequently, 
the legislation of the country will be rendered as uncer~ 
tain as the wind and waves. 

The Philadelphia Gazette says— 

We have seen a letter from Washington, stating that Mesers. 
Moore, Mangum and Black, will not resign their seats in the 
senate, in consequence of the instractions from the legislatures 
of their respective states, to cancel the votes they gave at the 
last session of congress, 

The annual session of the supreme court commences 
at Washington, on Monday next. 


ss 


The ‘‘National Intelligencer” of the 8th has the fol. 
lowing paragraphs: 

It is understood that the president of the United States yes- 
terday nominated to the senate, as a judge of the supreme court 
(to fill the vacancy on the bench occasioned by the decease of 
justice Johnson), James M. Wayne, now a representative in 
congress from the state of Georgia. 
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We are authorised to state, and it gives us pleasure to do 50, 
that the motives ascribed by the government press here and 
elsewhere, to the vice president, in taking his seat on the first 
day of the session as the presiding officer of the senate, so far as 
they relate to the president pro tempore of the senate, chosen at 
the last session of congress, have been explicitly disavowed by 
that gentleman. 


We publish several other letters, taken from the mass 
of documents transmitted to congress by the president of 
the United States, in relation to the non-fulfilment of the 
late treaty by France;* and, perhaps, they are fully suffi- 
cient to shew the present state of the questions at issue. 
If it so appears, on a review of the case—we shall reserve 
our room for other matters which earnestly press them- 
selves on us. 


These points may be accepted, as being established— 

1. That our demand for an indemnity for spoliations 
committed on our commerce, and zealously urged for 
many years past, was, and is, undoubtedly just—and, 
also, that the amount stipulated to be paid, by the treaty, 
is far, very far, short of the actual damages sustained. 

2. That the treaty was made by the king of France, and 
his ministers, in good faith, soon after Louis Philippe 
ascended the throne—and that they have, also, in good 
faith, desired its fulfilment—but, 

3. That the chambers, representing the people of 
France, refused to make the appropriation called for to 
carry the treaty into effect. 


Now, whether it was the difficult and disturbed state 
of the French government, which, for so many years, 
forbade an acknowledgment of the indemnity sought— 
or the revolution of the ‘‘three days,” with the influence 
and fidelity of Larayverre, that brought about the late 
treaty; or whether the extraordinary+ publication of Mr. 
Rives’ correspondence caused the refusal of an appropri- 
ation by the chambers, it matters not. These naked 
facts mainly interest us—that the executive power of 
France is honestly and seriously disposed to fulfil its en- 
gagements, the means being supplied by the chambers, 
whose right it is to hold the eg strings; which latter, 
we think, as we have heretofore said, is not sufficient to 
justify “reprisals,” to end in war, unless under cireumstan- 
ces much more aggravated than those that are presented to 
the consideration of the people of this republic. For to us 
it seems, that the national honor being satisfied by the trea- 
ty made and accepied, the matter depending is one only of 
a pecuniary nature—an affair of five millions of dollars, 
a‘*matter of moonshine” to France or the United States; 
compared with the expenditures and damages that must 
needs be sustained by either, in an “unprofitable coutest of 
trying which can do the other most harm,” in war. The 
earnestness with which the president urged the payment 
of the money, in his annual message, is altogether ap- 
proved; but we could not go with him as to the manner of 
redressing the wrong suffered by delay, as recommended 
by him, for several reasons—especially in believing that, 
if force ought to be used, the application of it should re- 
main where the constitution has placed it—in the house 
of representatives and senate. Besides, (and we have 

ood authority for saying so), it appeared manifest, that 
the chief claimants of the money stipulated to be paid, 
were entirely opposed to ‘“‘reprisals,” as necessarily run- 
ning into war—whereby the treaty would be repudiated; 
feeling certain that, otherwise, it would \be eventuall 
complied with, or might be urged in a much more ef 
fectual manner, by a non-intereourse law, 

War should be always considered as a very serious 
concern by a repudlican people, whose principle is the 
preservation of peace, if to be preserved without sacrifi- 
ces of national honor or national right, neither of which 
can be involved in a money transaction, as we think 
that the present controversy now is. We should not 
regard that person as a prudent man who resolves to go 





*There are two paragraphs in the letter of Mr. Niles, of the 
28th March, 1833, as to damages on the bill drawn by the trea- 
sury of the United States on France—of considerable interest, 
in the present belligerent state of things, against the bank. See 
page 328. Itis as a notification to France that damages would 

claimed, and must be paid, on the dishonored bill. 

{We say extraordinary, seeing that the negotiation was not 
really concluded, nor could it be, without the action of the le- 
gislature of Franee. 





—— 
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to law on a case involving a elaim for 100 dollars, with a 
faint hope that he may gain his suit after a morally eer- 
tain expenditure of 1,000 dollars—and so it should be 
with nations; and the pride that leads to such proceed- 
ings, comes out of a spirit which the sober judgment of 
mankind will not approve. National honor resis upon 
altogether different ground; and, if congress and the pre- 
sident believe that that has been attacked—we shall £0 
for the defence of it, so far as we can, whatever may be 
our private opinions on the subject—for we would “prac- 
tice on those maxims that we taught” in 1812. We do 
not think that any just cause for war exists—the right 
has not been done to us by France; but the right to with- 
hold an appropriation by the chambers, we hope, will 
not be resisted, by arms, for the sake of the princip/e 
contended for, in times long past, when Jay’s treaty was 
discussed in congress, at Philadelphia. We would, with 
great caution, act upon that principle: but cannot yield 
it—and what we claim for ourselves, it is no more than 
common honesty to yield unto others. The representa. 
tives of the people have the rightful charge of the people's 
money. We cannot admit of any other just custody of it. 

Very late accounts from Franee have been received. 
Up to the 7th ultimo no direct allusion, as we see, had 
been made in the chambers to the fulfilment of the treaty 
with us—but many things are stated shewing the king’s 
earnestness that the required appropriation should he 
made; and also that he, and his administration, have a de- 
cided majority of friends in the chamber of deputies—150 
of the members, however, were absent, and may turn the 
scale;* but this result is not expected: and there is every 
appearance that our dispute with France will be amicably 
settled, unless prevented by the reception of the presi- 
dent’s message, which, it is feared, may happen defore the 
required law shall have been actually passed—for many 
political arrangements, and arrayments, were yet to be 
determined, and may have cost much time. But the 
chambers were convened by the king at an earlier date 
than had been contemplated, with an expressed view to 
an appropriation to give effect to the treaty—and this 
proot of his disposition to do justice, is generally accept- 
ed as evidence that it will be rendered, exeept as above 
excepted. Be this as it may—the war feeling at Wash- 
ington has cooled down, and, at present, the idea of mak- 
ing reprisals seems nearly abandoned, though we notice 
the following in the Pittsburgh Gazette of the 2d inst. 

Orders have been received at the arsenal, near this eity, to 
forward, without delay, a large number of heavy cannons to 
New Orleans. ‘The number, we believe, is from eighty to one 
hundred. The order, we are told, was imperative, to send them 
off immediately, if possible. 

But the WMational Intelligencer of the 5th, with refer- 
ence to an article copied into the last /tegister from the 
Baltimore American, says— 

We have observed a rumor similar to the above in cireulation 
in other papers. In some of them it was stated so particularly 
as that the reportt was to have been made on Monday last. No 





*A letter from Paris dated Dec. 7, says—I am happy to an- 
nounce to you the agreeable news o1 the triumph of the present 
ministers in the chamber of deputies last evening. They car- 
ried their majority by 67, there being 184 in their favor, and 117 
againstthem. This fixes them firmly in their places, and in- 
sures order and tranquillity to France. This result too, is great- 
ly in favor of our American question of the indemnities; for, 
with the existing ministry here, there has been a pledge to make 
a cabinet question of it, and I know that all the members are 
well disposed; whereas, if the Tiers-party had come in, there is 
no pledge on their part, and the leading members of it I know 
have been and are still decidedly opposed to us. This affair 
will now be brought forward before or by the last of this month, 
and my opinion continues the same that those funds will be 
voted. 

The Constitutionnel, however, observes that the ministerial 
victory is but a pitiful one, the sympathies of the country being 
for the vanquished; out of the 459 deputies forming the cham- 
ber, only 301 were present at the vote. It is difficult to find 
language to blame sufficiently the indifference of the absentees, 
of those who deserted their posis at the moment wher France 
had need of them. We remark with profound grief, that the 
newly elected chamber has bent its neck to the yoke which the 
former one had accepted in spite of itself. It has recoiled be- 
fore the principles of force and independence which it had ex- 
posed in its address. But let not the ministers deceive them- 
selves; notwithstanding the majority by government manc@u- 
vres, their triumph is not eternal; a defeat would have ruined 
them, and one victory does not save them. ; 

tA report from the committee of foreign relations, sustaining 
the views of the president couceining reprisals, &c. 








NILES’ REGISTER—JAN. 10, 





1835—-MISCELLANEOUS. $15 








—_ 








such report has been made; nor, as far as we can hear, is it in 


contemplation, The rumor is at least “‘premature.’? It may 
pe the shadow of a coming event; but we doubt even that. We 
pave no idea that, in the present state of the case, there will be 
any action upon it in either house of congress. The first mo- 
ment of the suggestion of the measure of reprisals—the moment 
of sudden surprise, When reason was thrown off its guard—was, 
ju our Opmion, the Only one in which there could be any pro- 
bability Of such a measure finding favor (as things now are) in 
the sight of congress or the people. 

In the present state of the civilized world, and our own 
particular condition, we should regard a war with France 
asan incaleulable evil. It might afford room, at once, 
for a play of the tory policy of Great Britain, and the use 
of the Russian bayonet—which yet lies unwilling in its 
sheath, and involve many nations in blood; as well as 
ruinously embarrass our foreign business and domestic 
concerns—and, certainly, deprive those concerned of the 
indemnity provided in the treaty. No one, we believe, 
seriously entertains an idea that we can compel France 
to pay it—by war: bat other, and more efficient means, 
remain with us—to obtain the money. 


{rg-Since the preceeding was prepared for the press, 
we have an account of the report made by Mr. Clay, to 
the senate, from the committee on foreign relations, 
which will command the attention of every reading man. 
This report will be inserted in extenso, and may be ex- 
pected tn our next publication. ‘The ‘*National Intelli- 
gencer” of the 8th also says— 

We casually heard yesterday—and we do not see why we 
should not state it—that in the committee on foreign relations, 
in the house of representatives, on Tuesday, the question was 
taken upon reporting a bill conformable to the president’s re- 
commendation, to authorise contingent reprisals against France, 
and decided in the negative, by six votes to three. We have all 
along said, that, in the present posture of affairs, such a mea- 
aure would not receive the assent of congress. 


Having full confidence in the fact suggested—it is now 
highly probable that neither house will further act on the 
subject—at present. What may happen if France, (to 
use a western phrase), ‘*kicks up,” on the receipt of the 
message, we do not venture to predict—and it is useless 
to speculate on it. 


We have several times referred to improved processes, 
in union with reduced costs of transportation, as protec- 
tive of American manufactures—for we never entertain- 
ed the notion that high duties should always be imposed 
for the sole purpose of encouraging domestic labor— 
unless so far as to balance the cost of subsistence, or wa- 
ges paid to working people, in the United States, com- 
pared with the cost of subsistence or wages paid in other 
countries; and these are materially affected by soil and 
climate and habit, making what we have sometimes call- 
ed the ‘value of human life.”” Thus, if a day’s labor in 
the East Indies is worth only five cents, it is certain that 
we cannot enter into competition with it—and that art/f- 
cial assistance must be afforded, or our laborers perish 
for the lack of food. 


On this subjeet, and in relation to a highly important 
article, we have the following information in the ‘‘Phila- 
delphia Gazette”— 

From a notice in the newspapers and some inquiries upon the 
subject, we find that M. B. Buckley, esq. of Pottsville, has ac- 
tually succeeded in puddling iron with anthracite coal. The 
value of this discovery to the interests of the state, and the ge- 
neral advantages of the country, may be estimated by the fact 
that it will enable us to compete with foreign countries, in the 
manufacture of rail road iron. The saving in fuel alone will be 
from fifteen to twenty dollars per ton, and when we take into 
view the inexhaustible mines of iron and coal that run parallel 
to each other, in the Schuylkill region; we cannot but imagine 
other advantages that will completely settle the question of 
competition. We have then to estimate the extent of the con- 
templated public works in the country, and consider the ability 
this discovery will give to supply the demand, when the im 
portance of such advantages may be clearly ascertained. 

It is stated also, to shew the importance of this disco- 
very, that a double-track rail road requires about 150 
tons, per mile, to the weight of the rails being added 
that of the chairs and spikes. 

The deposites of coal in Pennsylvania are worth more 
to that state than the deposites of diamonds in Goleonda 
and Brazil—and so those of Maryland, Virginia, &e. 
will be, when the projected roads and ¢anals shall arrive 


We have lately received and read, with much interest, 
the address of Henry Baldwin, esq. one of the associate 


judges of the supreme court of the United States, before 


the American InstTirute of the city of New York, de- 
livered in the time of holding the recent fair, and splen- 
did and large display of American manufactures, in that 
city. It is, indeed, a valuable and interesting article, 
presenting many facts and suggestions of an important 
character. Atthe present time, we cannot hold out even 
the hope of inserting this address—but shall keep it be- 
fore us with a view to obtain room for it, hereafter. 

In compliment to the judge, the institute procured 
a beautiful work-box and writing desk, to be presented 
to Mrs. Baldwin. It is spoken of as being surpassed by 
few things of the kind—the whole of it the work of 
American artists, 


The importation of specie, for some time past, has 
been very large—and the rates of exchange continue low 
on Europe. ‘The like happened several years ago—and 
more than once. There is indeed, almost a continual 
flux or reflux of specie going on. 
lt appears from a statement appended to the “‘report of the 
secretary of the treasury on the present system of keeping and 
disbursing the public money,’’ that the amount of gold bullion 
imported into the United States from the 30th September, 1833, 
to 4th December, 1834, as entered in the custom house books 
$357,468 











was,. *eeeeee eeeteeee en eee ewe ee ee eee eee eee eee eeee 
Silver DuNION,.... cece cece seesees seceeeteseense 421,093 
Gold COin,.......-e00% eeeee ®eee teen eeee ee ee tsetse 3,708,304 
Silver do..... cece eeettee @eteaevreeeeeeeeeeetiae 15,962,430 
TOtal,..cccccsccccvesceccccsessssessesesess $20,449,295 
Exrported—Gold bullion,...ecseecesecscasececnes 12,681 
Silver i csoeeuababasb6be0000n00e0enesannssen 2,593 
Gold COIN, .... cece cece eens cece eeresceseccsesese 286,213 
Pe Ci csankees 6460 606000ss0045 00 000000880604 2,410,909 
$2,712,394 
Excess of imports over exports as appears from $17 736.901 

custom house books, a 

Estimated specie entering the country within same 

dates, more than has been carried out, and which 
does not appear on the custom house books 2,500,000 





Total increase of specie in 14 months and 4 days $20,236,901 
At what is called “a great meeting of working men,” 
held at Military Hall, Philadelphia, on the Ist inst. a 
long preamble and certain resolutions were adopted, de- 
claring that all banks and other monopolies, ‘‘are inimi- 
cal to our interests, and will tend ultimately to subvert our 
liberties,” &c. that no new bank ought to be chartered, 
and those existing be compelled to retire all their notes 
of a less denomination than ten dollars. 

Some will find, perhaps, that it is easier to raise an 
excitement than to regulate it; bat parties and persons 
are so much given to change now o’ days, that no sound 
calculation can be made of the political course that they 
will pursue for 24 hours together. 

Application for the incorporation of twenty new banks, 
and for an inereased capital of five others, will be made 
to the legislature of New York at the present session— 
the aggregate capital to be asked for being $5,920,000. 

The yet prevailing very cold weather commenced in 
the evening of Saturday the 3d inst. and beeame more 
and more severe until the morning of the 5th—since 
when it has been more tolerable—but we still feel as 
if our location had been changed some 15 or 20 degrees 
to the north. 

The following brief notices of the state of the thermo- 
meter, at different places, will be, perhaps, sufficient for 
the record— 

At Portsmouth, N. H. 20 degrees below zero; Boston, 
same day, 15; Worcester, 19; Saco, Maine, 28; New 
Haven, 23; Hartford, 25; Goshen, N. Y. 32; Albany, 
from 23 to 32; New York, 18; Newark, N. J. as low as 

13; Philadelphia, 4 to 6; Baltimore, 8 to 10; Washing- 
ton, (at Greenleaf’s point) 16—less exposed places 10; 
Alexandria, 13 to 15, &c. &e. 


We have had the longest and severest cold ‘‘spell” 








at them. 





that is recollected by the oldest inhabitants of Bualti- 
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more. Ice was made in a single night from 4 to 5 inch- 
es in thickness. The heavy fall of snow had prepared 
the water for this operation. The ice-steamboat, how- 
ever, worked her way through it, and opened and kept 
open a track for the arrival and departure of vessels, as 


far down the bay as the roads off Annapolis, where the 
bay remained open. 


On the 20th December, the weather at Mobile was 
‘quite too warm for comfort, in the sun!” 

The legislature of New York has commenced its an- 
nual session. 


The bank of the United States has declared a dividend 
of three and a half per cent. out of its profits for the last 
six months—which will be paid after the 15th instant. 


The president has officially recognised John Crawford, 
esq. as British consul for the port of New Orleans; and 
John McTavish, esq. as British consul for the port of 
Baltimore. 


The London Times of December 6th, announces that 
Mr. Arthur O’Conner, who took a distinguished part in 
the conspiracy of 98, has been ordered by lord Jelling- 
ton to quit Lreland immediately. 


— 


The propriety of making an additional subseription 
by the corporation of Richmond to the James River and 
Keasebe improvement, has been submitted and decided 
by the people, few other than property-holders voting 
on this occasion, as follows: 330 persons, representing 
property valued at $1,960,842 for the subscription—and 
88 persons, representing property worth 1,604,157 dol- 
lars against it. But as there yet remained 3,068,101 dol- 
jars worth of property that had not been represented at 
the polls; the city council, however, resolyved— 

That it is expedient for the city of Richmond, if authorised 
by law, to subscribe for an additional number of seven thou- 
sand five hundred shares in the James river and Kanawha com- 
pany. 

We have had many statements concerning the last 
cotton crop, some of which made it much less than 
usual—but it now appears to have been a fair, if not a 
full one. The late high prices have caused vast quanti- 
ties to be sent to market. The wharves of New Or- 
leans, Mobile, Savannah and Charleston, are covered 
with ‘‘mounds” from 10 to 15 tiers high. ‘The new faci- 
lities for the manufacture of cotton, will yet much in- 
erease the general demand for this important material, 
in the reduced price of cotton goods. 


— 


Another ‘‘accident” lately happened on the Provi- 
dence rail road. ‘'wo very prudent persons travelling on 
the line of the road in a sleigh, bravely met the locomo- 
tive! The horse had sense enough to turn off, and es- 
capes unhurt, but one of the men was considerably in- 
jured. 


The message of the executive of the state of MWary- 
land is before us—but must be laid aside, with other pa- 
pers of the like character, for the present. We, how- 
ever, take much pleasure in expressing an opinion that 
it is not only a very plain and intelligent exposition of 
the great interests of the state—but, with a few excep- 
tions, the ablest that has been laid before our legislature 
for many years. 

Mr. Thomas has been re-elected governor, without 
oe. He is one of the best specimens of an old 
fashioned gent!eman of Maryland, and of an old Mary- 
land whig, that remains amongst us. ‘Though not old 
enough himself to have participated in the revolution, 
few persons who knew his venerable and worthy father, 
ean see gov. Thomas without calling up sweet recollee- 
tions of the history of our state—for the memory of the 
just and true is ever-green and blessed. : 

The executive council were elected as follows: ‘Tho- 
mas H. Veasey, of Cecil co. 78; George C. Washington, 
of Montgomery, 77; Nathaniel F. Williams, of Balti- 
more (city) 72; John S. Martin, of Worcester, 71; 
Gwinn Harris, of Charles,71. Vhe whole number of 


the joint vote is 95. There was no regular opposition. 
They are all ‘‘whigs,” of eourse. : 


| 





— 


Robert H. Goldsborough has been elected senator of 
the United States, in place of E. F. Chambers, esq. re- 
signed. ‘The vote was for Mr. G. 68, blanks 15, scat- 
tering 1. 

Mr. Grenalot has executed a large model of a statue 
of Stephen Girard, which he is about to execute by 
order of the city councils of Philadelphia. We are glad 
to learn that, in every respect, and including the cos- 
tume, it is to represent, as nearly as possible, the de- 
ceased as he usually appeared. 

It is believed that one of the first acts of the new Bri- 
tish ministry will be to dissolve parliament, which is 
said to be thus constituted—opponents of the tory admi- 
nistration 443, supporters 157, doubtful 48: but it is sug- 
gested that a new election would not shew a materially 
different result. 

Sir Robert Peel arrived at London, from Rome, on 
the 9th December—and it was expected that the new mi- 
nistry would be immediately organized. 

A rather coarse speceh of Mr. O° Connell, has been 
published, bearing hard on Wellington and Peel, &c. 
He shouted ‘‘cotton forever,” and ealled sir Robert ‘the 
lord of cotton, and supreme master of cotton jennics,” 
&e.—his father having been a cotton spinner. The late 
John Randolph, sundry years ago, shewed his taste in 
the use of certain words very much like these, with no 
more credit than O’ Connell will receive for the courtesy 
or rightfulness of them—which any one might have easi- 
ly retaliated, if so disposed. The cotton manufactures 
of Great Britain have done more to advance the popula- 
tion, wealth and power of that country in 30 years, than 
all the ‘‘orators” of the United Kingdom for 300 years, 
And besides, and more than all, such things are despica- 
ble when uttered by persons pretending to democracy and 
egual rights among the people. A ‘‘cotton spinner,” 
certainly, has as high pretensions to respectability as a 
linen weaver, ov digger of potatoes. How would Mr. 
O’Connell’s friends be pleased, were his opponents to call 
him king of the diggers, and shout ‘‘potatoes forever!””* 

“Bell’s London Messenger” thus speaks of the state 
of things in France— 

In our last paper we gave a brief sketch of the Freneh go- 
vernment, which, instead of being what it was intended to be— 
a monarchy with republican institutions—is a pure military ty- 
ranny, With such institutions only as are best available to blend 
the forms of popular and civil government with the concurrent, 
but predominant, despotism of the crown. This alliance of the 
money broker and the monarch, the camp and the bourse—is 
about as disgusting an exhibition as was ever seen in Europe. 
The people have been cheated of their liberty to secure the pre- 
dominance of the army and the corruptions of the stock ex- 
change, and io put upon the throne an able and crafly prince, 
who cares as little for the lectures of the philosophers and the 
principles of the doctrinaires as Mr. Rothschild himself. France, 
at this moment, is taxed nearly to double the amount at which 
she was assessed under the Bourbons. The French annual ex- 
penditure now amounts to forty-two millions, which is more 
than the annual expenditure of Great Britain, including all the 
interests of the national debt, funded and unfunded. At the 
present time whilst the disposable revenue of England—that 
not appropriated to the public creditor—amounts to litthe more 
than ten millions yearly—at least thirty millions are expended 





*Mr. R. might have been called, in return, captain of ne- 
grees, and several other diminutive things, not less witty, and 
rather more severe. 

As to cotton spinning—the following, copied from the Bir- 
mingham (England) Journal, shews how the people of England 
are enabled to purchase Irish provisions, and send them back, 
in charity, to Ireland, to prevent the people of that country from 
actual starvation, by scores of thousands at a time—for the dig- 
gers of potatoes cannot always afford to feed themselves plenti- 
fully, even of the *‘fruit?’? that they dig from the earth: 

Mr. W. Pares, at a public meeting, lately at Birmingham, 
stated in proof of the increase of the powers of production, by 
the improvement of machinery—that in 1792, the machinery in 
existence was equal to the labor of ten millions of laborers, in 
1827, to 200 millions, and in 1833, to 400 millions. In the cotton 
trade, spindies that used to revolve 50 times in a minule now 
revolve in some cases 800 times in a minufe. In one mill at 
Manchester, there are 136,000 spindles at work, spinning one 
million two hundred thousand miles of cotton thread per week. 
Mr. Owen, of New Lanark, with 2,500 people daily produces as 
much cotton yarn as will go round the earth twice and a half. 
The total machinery in the kingdom is ealculated now to be 
equal! to the work of 400 millions, and might be increased to ar 





incalculable extent under proper arrangements. 
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in France upon the naval and military departments, the civil 
government, and other branches of the public service. We ask, 
are not here plentiful means of corruption, and for continuing 
that despotic power which the government appears to have so 
successively established? 








One of the persons arraigned for the conflagration of 
the Ursuline convent, has been found guilty—A new trial 
had been asked for, but was refused by the court. Sen- 
tence, however, had not been pronounced, on account of 
other charges that were yet pending. 


A Boston paper says— 

It is stated that the amount of revenue which has been paid 
in Boston since the formation of the United States coustitution, 
falls but little short of two hundred millions of dollars, and the 
amount of losses during that period is only about 410,000 dol- 
jars, and a part of that sum will be probably collected. 


——— 


A New York paper says— 

We are informed by a man engaged in the manufacture, that 
not lees than one hundred thousand clocks are annually made in 
three towns in Connecticut, viz: Bristol, Plymouth and Far- 
mington. Partof these are wood and part brass. A large num- 
ber of women are employed about the manufacture, particular. 
ly in painting and ornamenting the faces. ‘There can now be 
no excuse for any irregularities of Father Time, with so many 
machines to regulate his movements. 


We have the following notice of the Delaware break- 
water. 

During the past year, 122,995 tons of stone have been de- 
posited towards the completion of the Delaware breakwater, 
the greater part of which has been used in bringing up that 
portion of the work which had been previously founded. It 
appears from a report of general Jessup, colonel Totton and 
colonel Thayer, to the secretary of war, that since 1830, every 
year has made new additions to a shoal near the westend of 
the breakwater, and that within the last year particularly, this 
shoal has greatly increased. A shoal has also been observed to 
be forming on both sides of the ice breaker. Under these cir- 
cumstances the officers abovementioned, recommend that the 
next year’s operations be confined to giving to all the work al- 
ready begun the ultimate dimensions, omitting any further ex- 
tension of the work eastward, and waiting during the year, and 
if necessary for a longer period, the further growth of the shoal 

The whole cost of the work, according to the estimate of gen. 
Bernard, was $2,216,950. There has been already expended 
about $1,160,000, 


Georoia. The senate of Georgia have passed resolutions 
(yeas 51, nays 31) against the recharter of the United States 
bank under any circumstances, and against the incorporation 
of any bank by congress, ni least until the constitution is alter- 
ed. Also, resolutions approving the course of the president in 
regard to the United States bank, and instructing their senators 
in congress to vote that the resolution adopted in the senate on 
the 28th of March last, declaring “that the president, in the 
late executive proceedings in relation to the public revenue, 
has assumed upon himself authority and power not conferred 
by the constitution and laws, but in derogation of both,’’ be ex- 
punged from the journals of the senate. 





AvaBaMa. On the 12th inst. the following preamble and re- 
solutions were adopted by the house of representatives of Ala- 
bama—Yeas 57, nays 26. 

Whereas, our senator in congress, the hon. Gabriel Moore, 
haa on sundry occasions during his official career, and especial- 
ly during the latter part of it, both in and out of congress, exhi- 
bited manifest and indubitable evidences of a close alliance 
and cordial co-operation with that combination of parties which 
have united themselves to oppose and embarrass the present 
national administration—an administration which the people of 
Alabama feel a great anxiety to sustain, because they believe 
its prominent measures and course of policy to be dictated by 
wisdom and patriotism, and under which they have experienc- 
ed a degree of liberty, happiness and prosperity unsurpassed in 
any Other age or clime. And whereas,in so doing, senator 
Moore has evinced a strong partiality, if not, positively com- 
mitted himselfin favor of the heretical doctrine of nullification, 
which the people of this state hold to be in its practical tenden- 
cies, fatal to the harmony and perpetuity of our inestimable 
union; and has pursued a course of conduct in palpable viola- 
tion of the known wishes, and disregard to the known senti- 
ments of a large majority of his constituer:s—the good people 
of Alabama: Therefore 

Be it resolved, By the senate and house of representatives of 
the state of Alabama in general assembly convened, that the 
immediate resignation of senator Moore would entirely comport 
with their wishes, and in their decided and unhesitating opi- 
nion, with the wishes of an overwhelming majority of the 
voters of this state. 

ind be it further resolved, That under such circumstances it 
is the duty of senator Moore, in justice to the constituency 


— 





publican principles that he yet professes, and to the vital and 
fundamental principles of our representative system of govern- 
iment, lo transmit, forthwith, his resignation to his excellency 
the governor, that an individual more acceptable to the people 
of this state, and better calculated, conscientiously and proper- 


talives. 

“And be it further resolved, That his excellency, the governor 
of this state, be, and he is hereby requested to forward, forth- 
with, a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions, to the 
hon. Gabriel Moore. 

{These resolutions were concurred in by the senate, by an 
equally decided majority.] 

Norru Caroutina. We learn from the Raleigh Register, 
(says the National Intelligencer) the fate, in the senate of this 
state, of the resolutions for instructing Mr. Senator Mangum to 
change his mind, which had previously passed the house of 
commons. The resolutions passed the senate by 33 votes to 
28, being precisely a majority of the whole number of that body, 
as they had before passed the commons by a similar majority of 
that body. The Register thereupon remarks as follows: 

«The 34 counties, the senators from which (Mr. Speaker 
Moseley included) voted in favor of these instructions, are in a 
minority of about 7,000 of the federal population of the state! 
If, therefore, the vote proves Mr. Mangum to be in a minority 
of the senate, it shows Mr. Brown to be in a decided minority 
of the people. Under these circumstances, can there be any 
difficulty in pronouncing which of them is the most effectually 
instructed??? 

—— 9 8 © Ota 


FOREIGN NEWS. 
From London papers to the 8th and Paris to the 10th Dec. both 
inclusive. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
Sir Robert Peel bad arrived in England, and was expected to 
have been in London on the 9th December. 
On the 2d December a deputation waited on the king with an 
address from the common council of London. The king re- 
ceived the address on the throne, the duke of Wellington being 
on his right. The address being read by the recorder, the duke 
of Wellington handed his majesty the written answer, which is 
represented to have been, in substance, that it had ever been, 
and ever would be, his most earnest solicitude to correct the 
abuses and improve the condition of the country; and that he 
trusted the ministers whom he might appoint, would, by the 
successful prosecution of that, the first wish of his heart, jus- 
tify bis confidence, and entitle them to the confidence of the 
people. This is considered as an assurance that the new will 
act upon the principles of the old ministry. 
Preparations were making, in ail parts of the country, for the 
anticipated dissolution of parliament, and rival candidates were 
every where addressing the electors. 
Lord Brougham has withdrawn his offer to take the office of 
chief baron under the new ministry, and had addressed a letier 
to that effect to lord Lyndhurst, assigning his reasons therefor, 
His motives for desiring to remain in the ministry were from 
his anxiety to accomplish two objects of reform which he had 
much at heart—the ‘‘saving a large sum to the public, and of 
completing the reform of the court of chancery, by abolishing 
the office of vice chancellor;”? but, owing to the advice of 
friends subsequently received, he ‘*now requests that his tender 
of gratuitous service be withdrawn, in order that he may the 
better attend to his parliamentary duties, believing that he has 
no right to take any step which could have a tendency to dis- 
courage the efforts of those whose principles are his own, and 
whose confidence he is proud to enjoy.” 

Many meetings had been held on account of the change of 
ministry throughout the United Kingdom; but the excitement 
was not as great as had been expected. 

The contest which had been carried on for nearly six months 
between the master tailors and the journeymen, at Manchester, 
liad terminated in the unconditional surrender of the men, the 
employers requiring them to quit the union before they give 
them work. 

FRANCE. 

No proposition as yet had been submitted by the new minis- 
try to the chambers with respect to the American indemnity. 
They had, however, received a thiumphant vote by that body, 
expressive of their satisfaction with the explanations which 
had been given by M. Theirs, as to the policy pursued by the 
government. The vote stood, for the ministers 154 votes, 
against them 117; majority 67. 

SPAIN. . 

Nothing decisive, with respect to the civil war in this coun- 
try, has been received. Reports of battles between the queen’s 
troops and those of the rebels are rife enough, but nothing cer- 
tain is known, except that a battalion under the command ofa 
Carlist colonel had been defeated. Mina had concentrated his 
forces at Estelletta with those of Lorenzv, Cordova and Lopez; 
their united forces are about 10,000 men. Zumalacarreguy was 
waiting to measure strength with Mina, who, it is said, was 
determined to bring them toa general engagement. 

PORTUGAL. 

The queen, Donna Maria, was married by proxy to the duke 
of Leuchtenburg (the duke of Terceira officiating), on the ist 
December, when the greatest enthusiasm was displayed by all 





that he has misrepresented, to the remnant of devotion to re- 


parties in Lisbon, and the public rejoicings are described as 


ly to represent their wishes, may be elected by their represen- ° 
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having been genera! and splendid. The duke of Leuchtenburg 
arrived at Gibraltar on the 16th November. 
BELGIUM AND HOLLAND. 

The Belgian chambers are in session, and M. Dumortier put 
questions to the ministry to ascertain the truth of certain re 
ports of warlike preparations making on the part of Holland, 
and whether any measures bad been taken in consequence by 
the Belgian government. The minister for foreign affairs stat- 
ed that although these reports had been contradicted by the 
joarnals of Holland, the attention of himself and colleagues had 
been turned to the subject, and that they would not suffer the 
Dutch army to assume a more imposing attitude without plac- 
ing that of Belgium on an equal footing. The reply was re- 
ceived with approbation. 

TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—SECOND SESSION. 

SENATE. 

January 2. The chair communicated a report from the de- 
partment of state, containing an account of the diplomatic ex- 
penses for the last year. 

Also a report from the treasury department shewing the 
amount of scrip issued,to satisfy revolutionary land warrants, 
aud the number of outstanding warrants not yet satisfied. 

Also a report relative to the reorganization of the custom 
house. 

Mr. Porter presented the petition of the directors of Jefferson 
college, Louisiana, praying for a grant of land in aid of said col- 
lege—referred. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the secretary of the treasury was 
directed to lay before the senate a copy of the report of the 
commissioners of the survey and establishment of the northern 
boundary of the state of [llinois. 

On motion of Mr. Kent, inquiry was authorised as to the pro- 
priety of purchasing the property adjoining Fort McHenry, now 
zented by the public for the accommodation of the garrison. 

A message was received from the house of representatives 
Stating that the house had passed a joint resolution expressing 
the thanks of congress to John Quincy Adams, for the oration 
pronounced by him on the life and character of Lafayetic, and 
asking a copy for publication. 

The bill for the completion of the military barracks at New 
Orleans, and the bill providing for the legal adjudication and 
settlement of claims to lands therein mentioned, were read a 
third time and passed. 

Severai bills were taken up, considered, &c. 

The bill to exempt certain merchandise imported into the U. 
States from the operation of the tariff of 1832, was, finally, or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading; on the motion of Mr. 
Hill, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, 

Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Naudain, Poindexter, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Swilt, ‘Tomlinson, 
Waggaman, Webster—20. 
* NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 
Grundy, Hill, Kane, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Leigh, 
Moore, Morris, Robinson, Shepley. Tallmadge, Tipton, White, 
Wright—19. 

The bili for the improvement of the navigation of the Wabash 
xiver was then taken up for consideration in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. Hendricks made some remarks in support of the bill. 

Mr. Hiii moved to lay the bill on the table, which was nega- 
tived. 

Mr. Poindezter said that there was no difficulty in his mind 
dn voting for this bill, other than that it was understood to have 
been imtroduced to remove the objections of the president to 
Yhre improvements on the Wabash. He wished it to be under- 
stood that he had no such scruples as those of the president on 
that subject, and that he would not, by any vote of his, counte- 
nance so senseless a distinction as that between a river where 
there was a port of eutry, and where there was none. The 
president himself, said Mr. P. had signed a bill for clearing out 
the raft on Red River, where there was nothing but wolves and 
bears, for miles above the improvement. The president had 
signed other bills for improvements, and what animals might be 
benefitted by them he did not know. As tothe president’s re 
fusal to sign a’bill for the improvement of the Wabash, untila 
port of entry was established on the river, it was one of those 
senseless distinctions that might suit the school of a certain 
class of politicians, but would find no conntenance from him. 

The question was then taken on the engrossment of the bili, 
and decided in the affirmative as follows: 

YEAS—Hlessrs. Benton, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuy- 
sen, Hendricks, Kane, Kent, Knight, Linn, Naudain, Poindex- 
ter, Porter, Robbius, Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, Swift, Tipton, 
‘Tomlinson, Waggaman, Webster—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
‘Grundy, Hill, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Leigh, Man- 

um, ar lay Morris, Preston, Shepley, Tallmadge, White, 
right—18. 

The senate then adjourned. 

January 5. The chair communicated a report from the de- 
partment of state, containing statistical tables of the property, 

»pulation, taxes, &c. of the several states of the union, not 

eretofore communicated. 

Mr. Leigh submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘hat the secretary of the treasury be requested to 
Jay before the senate a copy of avy letter or letters fram lis de 
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partment to the receivers of public money, or any of them, in 
the course of the last year, (if any such letter or letters have 
been written), purporting to contain information and imstrue- 
tions to the said receivers, that, for the mutual accommodation 
of the public officers and creditors in their neighborhood, of the 
receivers, and of the treasury department, he, tie secretay, pro- 
posed thereafter to direct warrants in their favor to such re. 
ceivers for payment, when required by them; and further, that it 
would be in the power of such reeeivers, also, before a warrant 
should be obtained by such public officers and ereditors, and 
whenever such receivers should have confidence tn their hones- 
ty and solvency, to take a draft or assignment by them, in tieir 
own favor, of their supposed claim On the treasury, to pay its 
amount, and on its being forwarded to the treasury to receive a 
warrant in their own behalf for the sum due; and that all the 
warrants paid in the manner first stated, or received in the 
name of such receivers, would be ample vouchers in their be- 
half on a settlement of their accounts. And that the secretary 
of the treasury, in case such instructions and authority as are 
above mentioned, or any of like import, were in fact given by 
him to the said receivers of public moneys, be requested to 
communicate to the senate the particular reasons, if any there 
were not mentioned in the letters themselves, which indneed 
him to give the same; and to state, moreover, to what receivers 
of public moneys such letters and instructions have been sent, 
and what has been the practice of such receivers, and of the 
treasury department in consequence thereof, 

[Passed next day.] 

The chair communicated from the war department, a report 
shewing the number of revolutionary and other pensioners. 

Mr. Robinson presented the memorial of the legislature of I}- 
linois, praying thejestablishment of a marine hospital on the 
western waters— referred. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the bill to ex- 
empt merchandise imported under certain circumstances, from 
the operation of the act in alteration of the several acts laying 
duties on imports, passed in May 1828. 

Mr. Benton rose, and alter opposing the principle of the bill, 
moved that the bill be recommitied to the committee “with in- 
structions to ascertain from the secretary of the treasury the 
probable amount which the bill would take from the treasury, 
if it became a law; also to state whether the amount so with- 
drawn would make the expenditures of the year 1835 exceed 
the estimated income; and how the deficit, if any, would be 
supplied.?? 

Messrs. Webster, Silsbee and Buchanan, severally defended 
the principle of the bill; and after some remarks by Messrs. 
Kane, Benton, Poindexter, Bibb and Wright, 

On motion of Mr. Poindezter, the question was divided, so as 
to take the question on the motion generally to recommit, which 
motion was agreed to without a division. 

Mr. Webster then moved to lay the residue of. the motion on 
the table; and Mr. W. having intimated in reply to an inquiry 
put to him to that effect, that the committee would apply for 
the desired information, the motion was agreed to, and the in- 
structions laid on the table. 

The French spoliations bill was then taken up, and Mr. Rob- 
bins addreased the senate at length. When he gave way, on 
motion of Mr. Knight, the senate adjourned. 


January 6. The chair communicated a report from the na- 
vy omen, transmitting sixty copies of the Naval Register 
for 1834. 

Also, a letter from the treasury departmert, transmitting a re- 
port of the director of the mint on the subject of foreign gold 
and silver. 

Also, a report from the same department, on the subject of 
the northern boundary line of the state of Indiana. 

Mr. Buchanan, presented the memorial of sundry citizens of 
Pennsylvania praying an appropriation for the survey of the 
river Susquehannah, with a view of ascertaining the practica- 
bility of connecting the navigation of the waters of the Chesa- 
peake with those of Lake Ontario—referred. 

Mr. Hendricks reported the bill making an appropriation for 
the improvement of the Mississippi, near the city of St. Louis, 
without amendment. 

Mr. Robinson introduced a bill authorising the secretary of 
the treasury, to compromise and settle the claims of the United 
States against the bank of Ilinois—twice read and referred. 

Mr. Wright presented the petition of J. F. &. E. Sarchett, of 
the city of New York, praying the passage of a law to enable 
them to carry up one of the cares, in which thev had become 
involved for duties, to the supreme court of the United States, 
inasmuch as the bonds are not of sufficient amount to be car- 
ried up without being authorised by the passage of such a law 
—referred. 

Mr. Clay from the committee of foreign relations, made a re- 
port on that part of the president’s message which concerns to 
our relations with France. 

[The report was voluminous, and, being the rongh-draft, it 
was read by Mr. Clay from his seat; its reading occupying an 
hour and a half.] 

The report concluded with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, at this time, to pass ary 
law vesting in the president anthority for making reprisals npon 
French praperty, in the contingency of provision not being 
made for paying to the United States the indemnity stipulated 


by the treaty of 1851, during the present session of the French 
chambers. 
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Mr. Clay then said, that he should propose to make this re- The question was then taken, and decided as follows: 
port and resolution the special order for as early a day as might | YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Clay. Clayton, Ewing, 


be agreeable to the senate. He would say this day week. He 
then moved that it be made the special order for that day and 
inted. 

Or. Talimadge, of N. Y. said he concurred in many of the 
views conveyed in the report, there were others, however, 
from which he dissented. He believed the treaty binding on 
France, and that the refusal of the chambers to make the ap- 
propriation was a violation of the implied faith of nations. He 
did not concur with the report as to the views it took of the ef- 
fect of Mr. Rives’ correspondence on the deliberations of the 
deputies. He thought it had been better that the committee 
had delayed their report and awaited the further action of 
France. He thought if the report were made the order for this 
day two weeks, it would be sufficiently early. 

Mr. Clay was of opinion that the sooner congress expressed 
its opinions on the subject of our relations with France, and 
particularly as to the recommendations in the president’s mes- 
sage, as well on account of the commercial interests of our ci- 
tizens and the premiums of insurance, as the amicable relations 
subsisting between this country and France, the better it would 
be forall parties. He was also of opinion, that if congress should 
not determine on authorising reprisals against France, the soon- 
er it was known On the other side of the water the better. He 
could not anticipate the conduct of France, whether she would 
fall into a passion at once at the president’s message, or listen 
to the dictates of prudence and await the action of congress. 
Under these circumstances he thought it the duty of the com- 
mittee to report without dclay. He did not know that there 
would be any discussion on the report. We (the committee) 
are for doing nothing, at least for the present. If the gentle- 
man (Mr. Tallmadge) or his friends contemplated proposing any 
affirmative measure—any immediate action of congress, there 
would, undoubtedly, be a discussion. But be this as it may, he 
was opposed to a further postponement. 

Mr. Poindexter then moved that 20,000 extra copies be print- 
ed, of the report and resolution. 

Mr. Clay thought that number too large, and suggested 5,000. 

Mr. Potnderter considered this question one of the most im- 
portant that now agitated the country, and thought it desirable 
that the views entertained by the report should be spread far 
and wide, and he thought that 20,000 copies as few as ought to 
be printed. 

Mr. Cathoun should vote for the largest number proposed. 
He had heard the report read with the greatest pleasure. It 
contained the whole grounds which ought to be laid before the 
people. Of all calamities which could befall this country, he 
most deplored a French war, at this time. Under these con- 
siderations he should vote for 20,000 copies. 

Mr. Ewing and Mr Porter would vote for the largest number, 
and the latter would have preferred 30 or 40,000. 

Mr. Hill asked for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. Clay would yield to the suggestions of his friends, and 
vote for the larger number. 

Mr. Leigh said he should vote against the larger number be- 
eause he did not believe the report could be printed and distri 
bated in less than four months. 

Mr. Preston said he most heartily concurred in the views 
thrown out in this report, as far as he could collect them from 
the mere reading, and he thought the document should be as 
widely disseminated as possible. He was strongly impressed 
by the views taken by the committee, and considered them suf- 
ficient to satisfy the people that we can honorably and justly 
avoid war with France. He would not anticipate events, 
which, if they unfortunately occurred, might place the country 
in a condition in which she might be compelled to adopt the at- 
titude of hostility. 

Concurring in the sentiments of the committee, and profess- 
ing his profound respect for the wisdom exhibited in the report, 
he was anxious that the document should be spread through the 
eountry as widely as possible. He would be glad if the gentle- 
man would modify his motion so as to make it 10 or 15,000. 

Mr. Ewing hoped the honorable gentleman from Virginia 
would be satisfied when he told him that the printer would get 
the report out in two or three days, and have the whole 20,000 
copies printed in two weeks. 


Mr. Wright should vote against the larger number, not be- 
cause he believed that the report would not be read; for he be- 
lieved it a document which would, perhaps, go more rapidly 
through the country than any other. He should vote against 
the larger number for the cause assigned by the gentleman from 
Virginia, Mr. Leigh. He thought 5,000 copies sufficient. 

Mr. Porter and Mr. Ewing explained as to the facility with 
which extra copies might be disposed of. 

Mr. Poindexter did not think that the labor of distribution 
would be as great as apprehended. Ina matter so important 
as peace and war, the people’s judgment should be obtained be- 
fore it was decided. The people should, therefore, be placed 
in possession of the fullest information, in order that their judg- 
ment might be given advisedly. The message of the president 
had been widely disseminated, and it was due to the people 
that the contrary views of the committee on foreign relations, 
should also, as fully be displayed to them. 

Mr. Bibb said this document was one of great importance to 
the people and should be widely disseminated, not only in this 
country, but also across the water. He trusted that many co- 


Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Mangum, Moore, 
Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, 


‘Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Waggaiman, 


Webster-—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Grundy, 
Hill, Kane, King, of Ga. Leigh, Linn, McKean, Morris, Pres- 
ton, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmage, Tyler, White, Wright—19. 

The bill providing indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800, was called up as the special order, and, 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, with the consent of Mr. Webster, 
passed over until to-morrow, 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Calhoun, appoint- 
ing a select committee to inquire into the extent of executive 
patronage; the circumstances which have contributed to its 
great increase of late; the expediency and practicability of re- 
ducing the same, and the means of such reduction, was taken 
up, adopted, and, on motion of Mr, Calhoun, the senate pro- 
ceeded to ballot for a committee to consist of six members, 
when tke following gentlemen were appointed said committee 
viz: Messrs. Calhoun, Webster, Southard, King, of Geo. Bib 
and Benton. 

Mr. Kent introduced a bill providing for the settlement of the 
claims of states therein mentioned, for interest on their advan- 
ces during the late war—twice read and referred. 

Mr. Kent introduced a joint resolution to amend the consti- 
tution of the United States with respect to the election of pre- 
sident and vice president—twice read and referred. 

On motion of Mr. Naudain, the bill authorising the purchase 
of the right to use the steam bath of Dr. Boyd Reilly, in the ar- 
my and navy, was considered and ordered to a third reading. 

[Passed next day.] 

The bill to establish the northern boundary line of the state of 
Ohio, was taken up, amended and ordered to a third reading. 

{Passed next day, being previously amended, ao as to include 
in its title the states of Indiana and Illinois.) 

The senate then adjourned. 


January 7. Various petitions and bills for the relief of indi- 
viduals being presented and disposed of,— 

Mr. Clay rose as chairman of the joint committee on the sub- 
ject of honoring the memory of Lafayette, to move the printing 
of the oration delivered on the occasion by John Q. Adams. 
After stating the action which had been had in the house of 
representatives, he remarked, that if he were to be guided in 
his opinion of the great talents of the orator, and the extraordi- 
nary merit of the oration, he felt that he should be unable to 
specify any number. But it Was necessary to fix on some 
number. As the house had ordered the printing of 50,000 co- 
pies, he thought 10,000 copies would be the proper number for 
the senate. He concluded by moving that 10,000 copies be 
printed, which motion was agreed to. 

The bill for the improvement of the Wabash river was then 
taken up and read athird time. On the question of its passage, 

Mr. Clay said, that he could not permit the bill to pass with- 
out noticing the principles contained in the president’s message 
returning the bill passed at the last seesion. 

According to the president, the constitution does not autho- 
rise, or atleast ouglit to be practically limited to those improve- 
ments in our navigable waters, which are calculated to advance 
our foreign commerce: that no improvement ought to be made 
above the highest port of entry. If this be the true meaning of 
the constitution, our powers do not depend upon the terms of 
the grants of the instrument itself, but upon our previous exer- 
cise of another power on a collateral subject. The constitu- 
tion would then become a floating machine, dependent on the 
will of congress in the establishment of ports of entry. 

This would cut off and repudiate from all the benefits of the 
constitution, the great interior of the country. Our internal 
commerce—the commerce between the different states, would 
be stript of all advantages from the exercise of a power which 
it is imposeible to shew does not equally comprehend that 
with our foreign commerce. 

Against such a limited, partial, unequal and unjust execu- 
tion of the constitution, I enter my protest in the most solemn 
manner. It is impossible the people of this country can ever 
consent to such a construction of it. He had risen for the sole 
purpose of entering his protest; he should vote with pleasure 
for the bill. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the bill, by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuy- 
sen, Hendricks, Kane, Kent, Knight, Linn, McKean, Naudain, 
Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, 
Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Webster—23. 

NAYS—Mesers. Bibb, Black, Buchanan, Calhoun, Grundy, 
Hill, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Leigh, Mangum, 
Moore, Morris, Preston, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tyler, White—17, 

Mr. Porter of Louisiana was elected, by ballot a member of 
the committee of foreign relations, vice Mr. Sprague resigned ,* 
and Mr. Tomlinson a member of the committee of commerce, 
vice the same gentleman resigned, 

The chair communicated a report from the navy department, 
shewing the amount of contracts of that department for the last 
year. 








Pies would find their way into the chamber of deputies. 


*Mr. 8. bas resigned his seat in the senate. {Ep. Ree, 
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The special order of the day, the French spoliations bill, was 
then called; when 

Mr. Talimage moved that it be postponed until to-morrow, to 
enable his colleague, (Mr. Wright), who was preparing himself, 
to speak on the subject, and in opposition to the principles of 
the bill. 

Mr. Webster did not feel authorised in postponing this ques- 
tion; but after some explanations and remarks on the part of 
Messrs. Tallmadge, Poindexter and Bibb, he withdrew his op- 
position, and the bill was accordingly postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the senate proceeded to the consi- 
deration of executive business, and after being sometime en- 
gaged therein, the senate adjourned. 

8. The chair communicated the annual report of 
the state department as to the number and pay of its clerks, 

Various private bills having been acted on, 

The senate proceeded to the special order, being the French 
spoliations bill. 

Mr. Wright then addressed the senate at length, in opposi- 
tion to the bill. 

Mr. Webster hoped that he might be allowed to repiy once 
for all to the arguments against the bill. If no other gentleman 
was about to speak in opposition, he was prepared to go on. 

Mr. King, of Geo. then rose, and stated that he was desirous 
to say a few words against the bill, and Mr. Webster consenting 
to give the floor, he spoke for three quarters of an hour. 

Mr. Bibb then expressing a wish to address the chair, 

On motion of Mr. King, of Ala. the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jan. 2. Mr. Polk reported a bill making appropria- 
tienes for the naval service for the year 1835; 

A bill making appropriations fer certain fortifications of the 
United States, heretofore commenced, for the year 1835, and 

A bill to authorise the proper officers of the treasury depart- 
ment to credit the account of the treasurer of the United States, 
with the amount of unavailable funds standing to his debit on 
the books of the treasury, and to tranefer the amount to the de- 
bits of the banks and individuals indebted for the same; which 
bills were severally twice read and committed. 

Mr. Mercer reported a bill to amend an act entitled an act to 
grant certain relinquished and unappropriated lands to the state 
of Alabama, for the purpose of improving the navigation of the 
Coosa, Black River, and other rivers—twice read and commit- 
ted. 

The following joint resolutions were offered by Mr. Hubbard: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives, That the 
thanks of congress be presented to Joun Quincy Apams, for 
the appropriate oration delivered by him on the life and charac 
ter of general LarayeTTe, in the representatives’ hall, before 
both houses of congress, on the 3lst day of December, 1834, and 
that he be requested to furnish a copy for publication. 

Resolved, That the chairmen of the joint committee appoint- 
ed to make the necessary arrangements to carry into effect the 
resolution of the last session of this congress in relation to the 
death of general Lafayette, be requested to communicate to Mr. 
~Adams the aforegoing resolution, receive his answer thereto, 
and present the same to both houses of congress. 

The resolution was agreed to, nem. dis. 

Mr. Cambreleng asked whether this was the proper time to 
agmove the printing of an extra number of copies of the eulogy. 

Mr. Hubbard replied it was thought proper first to pass the re- 
solution and receive an answer, after which the committee 
would moye the printing of the eulogy and an extra number of 
copies, 

On wotien of Mr. Jarvis, inquiry was instituted as to the ex- 

diency of testing the practical utility of a fire ship invented by 

riah Brown, for harbor and coast defence, and making the ne- 
eessary appropriation for that purpose. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, of Pa. inquiry was authorised as to 
the expedieney of more effectnally providing for the punish- 
ment of perjury, committed under the pension laws of the U. 
States. 

Oa motion of Mr. Johnson, of Md. inquiry was instituted as 
to the propriety of establishing a national foundry for the pur- 

of fabricating ordnance of various kinds. 

On motion of Mr. Clayton, of Geo. inquiry was directed to be 
made with respect to the propricty of establishing a naval depot 
at Brunswick, iu the state of Georgia. 

Mr. Gable submitted the following resolution which was 
reas 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
communicate to this house whether, in his opinion, it is prac- 
ticable or convenient for that department to collect, safely 
keep, and distarse the public moneys of the United States with- 
out the agency of a bank, or banks; and if so, to report to this 
house the best mode, in his opinion, by which that object can 
be acco plished. 

Mr. Gamble asked for the immediate consideration of the re- 
elution. 

Mr. Polk said the information sought by the resolution had 
piready been communicated by the secretary of the treasury— 
eee copies of whose report had been directed to be 

rinted. 

, Mr. Gamble said the object of his resolution seemed not to be 
comprehended. His object was to see whether not only the 
pank of the United States, but ail banks, could not be dispens- 
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ed with by the government in its fiscal operations. He was op- 
posed to the employment by the government of any agent ex- 
cept its own, who should be sulely responsible to the govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Cambreleng said the report of the secretary of the treasy- 
ry was very able and very full, on every branch of the inquiry 
proposed by the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. Clayton rose to make some remarks; but was interrupted 
by Mr. E. Whittleseu, on whose motion the house proceeded to 
the consideration of the orders of the day, which were private 
bills; and afler making some progress therein, the house ad- 
journed, 


Saturday, Jan. 3. The house resumed the consideration of 
the resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Gamble, of Geo. when 
a debate ensued thereon, in which Messrs. Clayton, Chilten 4l- 
lan, Polk, Seaborn Jones, Ewing and Fillmore took part—and 
the resolution was finally laid on the table on motion of Mr, 
Mc Kim, by a vote of ayes 106, noes 97—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, Heman Allen, Wm. Allen, An- 
thony, Banks, Bean, Blair, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Brown, 
Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chinn, 8, 
Clark, William Clark, Clay, Coulter, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, 
Ferris, Fillmore, Fowler, P. C. Fuller, Wm. K. Fuller, Fulton, 
Gillet, Jos. Hall, Hiland Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Joseph M. Har- 
per. Harrison, Hathaway, Hawes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heis- 
ter, Howell, Hubbard, Huntington, Janes, R. M. Johnson, N, 
Johnson, H. Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kava- 
nagh, Kilgore, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lay, Luke 
Lea, Thomas Lee, Loyall, Lucas, Lytle, Abijah Mann, Joe! K, 
Mann, Manning, M. Mason, May, McIntire, McKay, McKim, 
McLene, McVean, Miller, Robert Mitchell, Morgan, Murphy, 
Osgood, Parker, Patterson, F. Pierce, Polk, Pope, Reynolda, 
Schenck, Schley, Wm. B. Shepard, Aug. H. Shepperd, Shinn, 
Smith, Standifer, Stewart, W. Taylor, Thomson, Turner, T'ur- 
1ill, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, Web- 
ster, Wilson—106. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, John J. Allen, Chilton 
Allan, Archer, Ashley, Barber, Barringer, Bates, Baylies, Bea- 
ty, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burd, Burges, Cage, Chilton, Clai- 
borne, Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Crane, Crockett, Darling- 
ton. Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Denny, Dickson, Evans, E. 
Everett, Ewing, Felder, Foster, Gamble, Garland, Gordon, Gor- 
ham, Graham, Grennell, Griffin, Hardin, James Harper, Heath, 
Ebenezer Jackson, Wm. C. Johnson, King, Letcher, Lewis, 
Lincoln, Love, Lyon, Martindale, Marshall, Mardis, J. Y. Ma- 
son, McCarty, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Miner, Moore, 
Patton, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Renzsher, Ro- 
bertson, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Steele, Wm. P. Taylor, Phi- 
lemon Thomas, Tompkins, Trumbull, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, 
Watmough, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wise, Young 


—__ 


Mr. Gamble then offered a resolution calling on the secre- 
tary of the treasury to communicate whether, in his opinion, it 
is practicable for that department to collect, safely keep, and 
disburse the public moneys of the United States, without the 
agency of a bank or banks. 


Mr. Ewing moved to amend the resolution by referring it to 
a select committee, to consist of one member from each state. 

The resolution and amendment were laid on the state. 

The house then successively took up several private bills and 
after disposing of them, adjourned. 


Monday, Jan. 5. Mr. Mercer reported a bill to amend an act 
to authorise the construction of a bridge across the Potomac, 
and repealing all other acts in relation thereto—twice read. 

Mr. Ewing offered a resolution requesting the president of 
the United States to transmit, or cause to be transmitted to this 
house, copies of every circular letter of instruction emanating 
from the treasury or war departments since the 30th day of 
June last, and addressed to either the receiving or disbursing 
officers, stationed in states wherein land offices are established, 
or public works are constructing, under the authority of con- 
gress. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, inquiry was instituted 
as to the propriety of making the necessary appropriations to 
extend and complete the pier at Cunningbam’s creek, in Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on. roads and canals be in- 
etructed to inquire into the expediency of relinquishing to the 
state of Alabama, the 2 per cent. of the net proceeds of sales of 
the public lands which have taken place since the Ist day of 
September, 1819, or may hereafter take place, reserved by the 
terms of the contract between the United States and that state 
on her admission into the union, for making a road, or roads, 
leading to the said state, to be applied under the direction of 
the legislature of Alabama, in the construction of a rail road or 
canal, to connect the waters of Mobile bay with those of the 
Tennessee river, or to create a fund for the support of primary 
schools, as said legislature may determine. 


On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, the secretary of war 
was instructed to communicate the copy of a survey made for 
a canal from the portage summit in Ohio, to Kearney’s line, in 
the state of Pennsylvania; also a map of the route and an eeti- 
mate of the cost of said canal. 

The resolution offered on Saturday by Mr. Chilton, requiring 
the committee on roads and canals to inquire into, and report 
their opinion, of the most equal and just mode of applying the 
revenues of the country to such works of public improvement 
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within the respective states of this union, as may be neceesary 
te facilitate commerce with foreign nations and among the se- 
veral states; and also to report the best and most practicable 
mode of ascertaining and determining the nationality and im- 
portance of such works—coming up, 

Me. Chilton rose aud addressed the house for half an hour, in 
support of his resolution, and then 

On motion of Mr. Wise, gave way, when the house proceed- 
ed to the consideration of private bills, and after having passed 
and otherwise dispozed of several, 

The house resumed the consideration of the bill regulating 
and equalizing the pay of the officers of the navy, and after be- 
ing occupied therein for some time, 

On motion of Mr. Mann, of New York, the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Jan.6. The speaker laid before the house the fol- 
lowing messages, &c. from the president of the United States: 
To the house of representatives: 

In answer to the resolution of the house of representatives, 
passed on the 24th ultimo, I transmit a report from the secreta- 
ry of state upon the subject. ANDREW JACKSON. 

The secretary of state, to whom was referred a resolution of 
the house of representatives of the 24th ultimo, requesting the 
president ‘to communicate to that house such information as 
tie may have, and which, in his opinion, may be proper to be 
communicated, and not incompatible with the public interest, 
showing the steps which have been taken, and the progress 
which has been made, in effecting an adjustment and satisfac- 
tion of the claims of American citizens upon the Mexican go- 
vernment,’? has the honor to report, that, in pursuance of in- 
structions from this department, various representations have 
been made to the government of the United Mexican States, 
feom time to time, by the minister of the United States in that 
republic, that owing to the condition of the country, they have 
hitherto been without success; but that in the minister’s latest 
despaich, dated the 20th October last, he expresses the opinion 
that the state of affairs will be such, after the then approaching 
meeting ef the Mexican congress in January, as will enable 
trim to close,ia a satisfactory manner, the negotiations now 
pending. All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

Department of state, Washington, 5th Jan. 1835, 


To the house of representativs of the United States: 

In answer to a resolution of the house of representatives, 
passed on the 27th ultimo, [ transmit a report made to me 
by the cecretary of state on the subject, and I have to acquaint 
che house that the negotiation for the settlement of the north 
eastera boundary being now in progress, it would, in my opi- 
nian, be incompatible with the public interests to lav before the 
house any communications which have been had between the 
cwo governments since the period alluded to in the resolution. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

Washington, 6th Jan. 1835. 


REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Department of state, Washington, 5th January, 1835. 

The secretary of state, to whom was referred a resolution of 
the house of representatives of the 27th ultimo, requesting the 
president to lay before the house, if in his opinion it is not in- 
compatible with the public interest, any communications which 
may have been had between the government of the United 
States, and that of Great Britain, since the rejection by the for- 
mer of the advisory opinion of the king of the Netherlands, in 
reference to the establishment and final settlement of the north 
eastern boundary of the United States heretofore in controver- 
sy between the two governments, and also requesting the pre- 
sident to communicate any information he may possess of the 
exercise of practical jurisdiction by the authorities of the Bri- 
tish province of New Brunswick over the disputed territory 
within the limits of the state of Maine, according to the true 
fine of boundary as claimed by the United States, and especial- 
ly upon that part of the territory which has been incorporated 
ty the government of Maine into the town of Madawaska, to- 
gether with such representations and correspondence (if any) 
as have been had by the executive of that state with the go- 
vernment of the United States on the subject, has the honor to 
report, that the department has no information which has not 
already been laid before the house, of the exercise of practical 
jurisdiction by the authorities of the British province of New 
Brunswick over the disputed territory within the limits of the 
state of Maine, nor any other representation or correspondence 
had by the executive of that state with the government of the 
United States on that subject. Representations were made to 
this department in the latter part of the year 1833, by the Bri- 
tish minister at Washington, on the part of the authorities of 
New Brunswick, complaining of infractions of the understand. 
ing subsisting between the two governments in regard to the 
disputed territory. These complaints, however, on being refer- 
red to the governors of Maine and Massachusetts for explana- 
tion, were believed to be without just grounds. There was no 
complaint on the part of Maine, and the correspondence which 
taok place on the occasion, is not supposed to be within the 
scope of the resolution of the house. 

As the negotiation between the United States and Great Bri- 


tain, which was commenced in accordance with a resolution of 


the senate after the rejection of the advisory opinion of the king 
of the Netherlands, for the establishment of the north eastern 
boundary, ic now in progress, it ie snbmitted to the president 
Whether it would be compatible with the public interest to lay 











before the house any communications which have passed be- 

tween the two governments on the subject. All which is re- 

spectfully submitted. JOHN FORSYTH. 

Mr. Hubbard, from the select joint committee appointed on 
the 2d instant to deliver the thanks of congress to John Quincy 
Adams, for his appropriate oration on the life and character of 
LAFAYETTE, reported that the committee had discharged that 
duty by addressing a letter to Mr. 4dams; which, together with 
Mr. Adams’ reply, he sent to the chair. 

The letters were read from the clerk’s table. 

The following is a copy of Mr. Adams’ reply: 

To Messrs. Henry Clay and Henry Hubbard, chairmen of the 
joint committee of arrangements of the senate and house of 
representatives of the United States, to carry into effect the 
resolution of congress in relation to the death of general La- 
FAYETTE: 

GENTLEMEN: I receive with deep sensibility your communi- 
cation of the joint resolution of both houses of congress upon 
the oration delivered before them on the life and character of 
LAFAYETTE. 

The kind indulgence with which they have accepted the en- 
deavor to give effect to their purpose of paying a last tribute of 
national gratitude and affection to the memory of a great bene- 
factor of our country, will be impressed upon my heart to the 
last hour of my life. 

With this sentiment I shali take pleasure in furnishing, as re- 
quested, a copy of the address for publication. 

Lam, gentlemen, with the highest respect, your fellow citi- 
zen and obedient servant, JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Mr. Hubbard said, it would be seen by the answer of Mr, 
Adams, that he had placed the oration at the disposal of the 
committee. The committee, after some consultation, had 
thought it proper that the two houses should act separately in 
regard to the printing of the oration, as there was no printer to 
congress. He, therefore, submitted the following resolution: 

Whereas, It was resolved at the last session of congress, that 
John Quincy 4dams be requested to deliver an oration on the 
life and character of general Lafayette, before the two houses 
of congress; and in pursuance of that resolution, and sundry 
other resolutions which have been subsequently adopted; Mr. 
Adams, on Wednesday, the 3ist day of December, 1834, in the 
hall of the house of representatives, and in the presence of both 
houses of congress, and also in the presence of the president of 
the United Siates, of the heads of the respective departments of 
the national government, and of a most numerous assembly of 
citizens, did deliver an oration replete with those pure and pa- 
triotie sentiments which will be sacredly cherished by every true 
and enlightened American—The house of representatives, fully 
satisfied with the manner in which Mr. 4dams has performed the 
duty assigned him—and, desirous of communicating “through 
the medium of the press,”’ those principles which have been by 
him so ably discussed, as well as their sentiments of respect for 
the distinguished character, and their sentiments of gratitude 
for the devoted services, of Latayette, which have been by him, 
on this occasion, so faithfully expressed—have come to the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That copies of the oration be printed for the 
use of the house, under the direction of the committee appoint- 
ed by this house. 

After several motions, the blank was filled up with fifty thou- 
sand, and on the suggestion of Mr. Evans, of Maine, the print- 
ing was ordered to be executed in a superior manner, under the 
superintendence of the committee. 

Mr. Pinckney obtained the unanimous consent of the 
house to that effect and offered a resolution, authorising and 
instructing the committee of the District of Columbia to ascer- 
tain the amount of fuel that may be necessary for the immedi- 
ate relief of the suffering poor of Washington, and to place the 
same at the disposal of the corporation for that purpose—which 
resolution was agreed to by a vote of 65 to 60. 

After Mr. Chilton had spoken a short time in support of his 
resolution, moved yesterday, the house passed to the order of 
the day, being the bill regulating and equalizing the pay of the 
officers of the navy. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. Allen, of Va. 
to recommit the bill to the committee of naval affairs, to which 
Mr. Mann, of New York, had moved to add, “with instructions 
to report a bill for equalizing the pay of the officers of the army 
and navy— 

Mr. Mann spoke at great length in opposition to the bill, and 
in favor of the motion to recominit, as amended by him. 

Mr. Pope protested against the house being deterred, by cries 
of economy, from doing what was right towards men who had 
borne the national flag with honor into every sca. He then re- 
quested Mr, .4llen to withdraw his motion, so as to render it in 
order for him to offer certain amendments to the bill, in parts 
where he deemed it justly exceptionable; which he pointed out. 

Mr. Wise seconded the request, and Mr. .4llen consented, 

Mr. Watmough then expressed his hope, that the friends of 
the bill would give their support to the proposition of Mr. Pope. 

Mr. Pope having submitted his amendments, 

Several proceedings were had, which resulted in no decision, 
a quorum not being present; and the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Jan. 7. Mr. Polk reported a bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and dipiomatic expenses of government 
for the year 1835—twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, inquiry was institut- 








ed into the propriety of establishing a territorial government 
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within the District of Columbia, and of reporting some mode 
of relief from its present embarrassments. 

On motion of Mr. Pearce, of Riode Lsland, inquiry was in- 
stituted into the expediency of adopting measures to establish 
the growth and manufacture of silk, and also of introducing 
intw each state of this union the practical improvements made 
by Gamaliel Gay in the reeling and weaving of the same. 

Mr. Hamer offcred the tollowing resoluuon: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of amending the constitution of 
the United States, so as to limit the service of the judge of the 
supreme and inferior courts to a term of years. 

Mr. Evans demanded the question of consideration. 

Messrs. Mardis and Hubbard asked simultaneously for the 
yeas and nays on this question, and they were ordered. 

Mr. Williams moved a call of the house, which was refused. 

The question being put, ‘will the house consider the resolu- 
tion??? it was determined in the negative—yeas 85, nays 91, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John J. Allen, William Allen, Bean, Beaty, 
Bockee, Boon, Brown, Bull, Buras, Bynum, Cambreleng, 
Campbell, Carmichael, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chilton, 5S. Clark, 
Clay, Clayton, Clowney, Cramer, Day, Dickerson, Dunlap, 
Ferris, Forrester, Foster, Galbraith, Gamble, Gillet, Joseph Hall, 
Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Hardin, Joseph M. Harper, 
James Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Henderson, Howell, Hub- 
bard, Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Noadiah Jonson, 8S. Jones, Kil- 

ore, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, Lewis, Love, Lyon, 

- K. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, May, McCarty, Mclintire, 
McKay, McKim, McLene, Miller, R. Mitchell, Morgan, Muh- 
lenberg, Osgood, Pierson, Plummer, Polk. Reynolds, Robert- 
sou, Shinn, Smith, Standifer, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van 
Houten, Wardwell, Whallon—&5. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, C. Allan, Anthony, 
Archer, Ashiey, Banks, Barber, Barniiz, Bates, Baylies, Briggs, 
Burges, Cage, Chambers, Chinn, Claiborne, W. Clark, Coffee 
Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, A. Davis, Da 
venport, Deberry, Denny, Dickson, Evans, E. Everett, Ewing, 
Fillmore, Philo C. Fuller, Fulton, Garland, Gilmore, Gordon, 
Graham, Grennell, Hard, Hazeltine, Heath, Hiester, William 
Jackson, Janes, Wm. C. Jounson, H. Johnson, Laporte, Lay, 
Letcher, Lincoln, Loyall, Manning, Martindale, Marshall, John 
Y. Mason, McComas, McKennan, McVean, Miner, Murphy, 
Patton, Phillips, Pickeas, Pinckney, Pope, Potts, Ramsay, 
Reed, Schenck, Schley, Aug. H. Shepperd, Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Steele, W. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, 
Trumbull, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, White, Fred. 
Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wilson, Wise, Young—91. 

{On motion of Mr. Taylor, of New York, this vote was re- 
considered next day; yeas 97, nays 92. The yeas and nays will 
be hereafter given. | 

Mr. Chilton’s resolution relative to internal improvements, 
was taken up, when he resumed his remarks, but had not con- 
cluded when the expiration of the hour arrived, and gave way 
to the orders of the day. 

The bill to equalize and regulate the pay of the officers of the 
navy was then taken up, and, after being engaged in its consi- 
deration a considerable time, the house, without coming to any 
final action on the bill, adjourned. 

Thursday, Jan. 8. On motion of Mr. Stewart, inquiry was 
instituted as to the expediency of increasing the annual appro- 
priation for the improvement of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers 
to be expended between Brownsville and the Falls of the Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. Jofnson, of Louisiana, the expediency of 

anting to that state a tract of land to aid it to make a canal 
rom Lake Barataria to Berwick’s bay in that state was direct- 
ed to be inquired into. 

The bill for the enlistment of boys in the navy; and the bill 
to change the titles of certain officers of the navy, was respec- 
tively twice read and committed. 

The bill from the senate for the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the Wabash was twice read and referred. 

The bill for the benefit of the Alexandria canal was negatived 
—yeas 72 nays 123. 

The house then adjourned. 

OUR RELATIONS WITH FRANCE. 
From the National Intelligencer of January 7. 

With a pleasure, which we wish we could communicate to 
our readers, we yesterday listened to the reading of an elabo- 
rate and powerful report, to the senate, from its committee of 
foreign affairs, on so much of the annual message of the presi- 
dent of the United States as concerns our relations with FRANCE. 
We were completely taken by surprise by it, for we had sup- 
posed that the senate would await the action of the other house 
upon the subject. We listened to it with not the less interest, 
however, on that account; and we were glad, we may say 
proud, of the ability, the moderation, and the elevated tone of 
the whole document, in every respect worthy of its distinguish- 
ed author, the chairman of the committee.* We rejoiced on 
finding in this report so much to confirm the general views 
which the editors of the National Intelligencer have thought it 
their duty to take of this very important question, because, if 
we could have doubted their correctness before, it would be 





*The senate committee of foreign relations consists of Mr. 
Clay, chairman; Messrs. King, of Georgia, Mangum, Sprague 
and Tallmadge. 
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impossible to doubt after hearing or reading this very important 
State paper. 

The reading of the report occupied about two hours. Having 
had no access to it, and having Only our hearing to depend up- 
on, we shall attempt nothing like a literal report of its con- 
tents, but will endeavor, for the gratification of the publie curi- 
Osity, to make a rapid sketch of the outline of it. 

The report sets oul with expressing the entire concurrence 
of opinion of the committee with the president as to the justice 
of the claims for the payment of which the treaty between the 
United States and France makes provision. They had their 
origin in flagrant violations of the law of nations, and of our 
neutral rights, for which the pretence alleged at the time afford- 
ed no justification. At the period of those aggressions, the go- 
vernment of the United States would have been fully justified 
had it then appealed to arms to vindicate our outraged rights; 
and it wasa fact known to those who were conversant with 
the history of the times, that the expediency of such a measure 
had been seriously considered in the councils of the United 
States. The selection between the two belligerants, by which 
another nation became the enemy at that time, arose not from 
any insensibility to the injuries received from France, but from 
considerations of a different nature. Restrained by prudential 
considerations from then making war upon France, the United 
States had yet resolved never to acquiesce in the wrong and in- 
justice done to them, but to persevere in the demand of indem- 
nity until it should be obtained. As early as 1812, one of our 
most distinguished citizens, appointed minister to France, was 
instructed to demand reparation for these wrongs; and the de- 
mand had been persisted in, by every administration, from that 
day down to the conclusion of the treaty of 1831. 


The report then goes on to say, that of these claims the 
amount had not previously to the treaty been fully ascertained, 
and could not be exactly known until they were finally adjudi- 
cated; but the committee concur entirely with the president in 
the opinion that the amount awarded by the treaty, by way of 
indemnity, falls far short of the just claims of our citizens, in- 
cluding damages. The treaty had nevertheless been received 
in this country with general satisfaction, for several reasons, 
but, more than all, for the reason, that the people of the United 
States saw in it the removal of the only obstacle to perfeet har- 
mony between this country and a nation, the remembrance of 
whose ancient friendship was always dear to them. It had not 
been for a moment supposed that a treaty between the two 
countries, being on the face of it a perfect obligation, would be 
violated by the failure of either party to perform the stipulations 
on its side, &c.—and so little did congress apprehend sucha 
state of things, that they passed several acts founded upon the 
treaty, one of which was to provide for the investment of the 
money to be received under the treaty in some productive fund, 
for the benefit of the claimants, until the adjudication of the 
claims should be completed. In consequence of this last pro- 
provision, when the first instalment became due, a draft was 
drawn for the amount, the protest of which was the first notice 
of the non-execution of the treaty. To the manner in which 
thie draft was drawn, perhaps on the score of formality or eti- 
quette some exception might be taken; but the committee are 
unanimously of opinion that the mode adopted, of drawing for 
the money, was fully justified by the terms of the treaty. It is 
with profound regret, says the report, that the committee have 
learnt the failure of the reasonable expectations of the execu- 
tive and of the country, as to the execution of the treaty. 

The report goes on to say, as the president in his message 
justly remarks, that the idea of acquiescence in the refusal to 
execute the treaty, can never be for a moment entertained, 
The United States can never abandon their rights under it. 
When negotiation for procuring the execution of the treaty shall 
be exhausted, it will then be for the United States to consider 
what other measures are necessary to procure their rights to be 
respected. In the opinion of the president, that period has al- 
ready arrived, and he has recommended to congress to antho- 
rise reprisals in the event of a failure of France promptly to 
make payment, &c. The president, however, does not present 
the course of reprisals as the only one open to congress, but by 
the admission of the alternative of waiting a further time for the 
action of the French chambers, leaves to the choice of congress 
the two courses, of further negotiation, or of a contingent mea- 
sure which, in its consequence, may possibly lead to war. As 
to the latter course, if the habits, inclinations and interests of 
this people are opposed to war, when not unavoidable, with 
what added force do not all these obiections apply to a war with 
an ancient ally, towards whom the people of the United States 
entertain the kindest sentiments! Partaking of this sentiment 
themselves, the committee extended their inquiry, first, into the 
practicability and expediency of the peaceful alternative pre- 
sented by the meseage. 

The report here proceeds to a critical analysis of the corres- 
pondence, (between our minister and the French ministry), 
which preceded the formation of the treaty, shewing, by various 
quotations from it, that, throughout the negotiation, the king of 
France evinced the most friendly feelings towards the United 
States, and took an unusual interest in the adjustment of the 
question between the two countries. Our minister had been 
reminded, over and over again, of the difficulties which the 
ministers would have to encounter from the chambers in »con- 
sequence of the treaty, &c. To this history of the negotiation 


the committee did not advert to justify the omission of the 
French government to carry into effect the treaty; the diffieulty 
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now experienced in the French chambers being an affair be- 
tween them and their own government, and not between them 
and our government. But the committee had recurred to this 
correspondence, because, alter the Warnings which were given 
of the difficulties Which would have been encountered, a fair 
consuuction ought to be put upon the course of the king and 
bis ministers in this matter. Lf the king has throughout act- 
ed with good faith, aud is still laboring to effect the passage 
of a bill in the Chambers to carry into effect the treaty, it would 
be not only Unjust, as respects the French government, but 
impolitic, and unwise as respects the claimants themselves, to 
tnrow obstacles in the way of the success of the king’s exer- 
tions, by the adoption of rash or hasty measures, even contin- 
geutly, which might convert some of the warm friends in the 
chambers into bitter enemies of the claims. 

The report then proceeds to the consideration of what has 
transpired since the ratification of the treaty; carefully review- 
ing and analyzing the correspondence which has since passed 
between the ministers of the two countries, &c. The com- 
mittee express the great pleasure they have in concurring with 
the president of the United States and Mr. Livingston in entire 
confidence in the good faith of the king, &c. as professed in 
several of the letters from our secretary of state and our minis- 
terin France; and they consider it due to candor to declare 
that they have seen no reason since to distrust the sincerity or 

rfect integrity of the king in this matter. 

It having been arranged in the correspondence which follow- 
ed the rejection of the bill by the chambers, that this govern- 
ment should await the further action of the Frénch chambers 
before taking any Other step, the committee proceeded to ex- 
amine On what ground the president now recommends action 
without waiting. ‘They review the correspondence between the 
Freach minister here and our secretary of state, in reference to 
the supposed pledge of the French minister for an extraordinary 
convocation of the chambers. The committee do not find such 
a pledge, though they find every assurance that the earliest 
practicable opportunity will be seized for pressing the bill upon 
the chambers. 

They find an expression of an expectation on the part of 
the president that the king will use his ,whole constitutional 
power, (which includes the power to convene the chambers at 
any time), but they do not find that expectation to have been 
responded to by the French minister; or, if it was, the docu- 
ment containing the response has not been communicated to 
congress, &c. &c. If the chambers had been convened earlier 
than ususal, though nothing should have been done by them, 
at the time that congress met, it is not probable, says the re- 
port, that the president would have held the language towards 
France, which is contained in his message: nor would he, if he 
had known what subsequent intelligence has disclosed, that 
the chambers were to meet on the first of December. 

The reasons assigned by the French ministry for not calling 
an extra meeting of the chambers were plausible at least, and 
if they do notcommand conviction, would justify acquiescence 
in the course of the king, if, as the committee are entirely con- 
vinced, throughout the negotiation, and on all occasions, be- 
fore the treaty and afler the treaty, the king has invariably 
shown an anxious desire for the satisfactory adjustment of the 
differences between France and the United States. The op- 
position to the execution of the treaty had not proceeded from 
the king of France or his ministers, but from the chamber of de- 
puties. Whilst these exertions are making by the French go- 
vernment, the policy of this government is to strengthen them— 
to second them—and, above all, to do nothing to impair the 
force of them. 

The refusal of one branch of a government, it is true, (says 
the report), to execute a treaty may be regarded as the refusal 
of the whole government; but when the head of the govern- 
ment evinces the earnestness which has been shewn in this 
case by the political head of the French government, such a 
conclusion ought not to be hastily drawn. Upon the whole, 
the committee are of opinion that the time has not yet arrived 
when congress is called upon to gointo the consideration of 
the very serious question, whether they will enter into any 
measure for the purpose of taking into their own hands redress 
for wrongs by France. ‘The committee are of opinion that con- 
gress ought to avoid any resort to war, or to measures which 
may lead to it, and rather wait to see the result of the exertions 
which the French king is undoubtedly making to carry the 
treaty into full effect. 

We have not finished our account of this report, but we have 
followed it out far enough to disclose to the reader its general 
character, being prevented by the lateness of the hour from 
adding more. 

The sense entertained by the senate of the importance of this 
reportis manifested by the order of the senate to print twenty 
thousand copies of it. We wish that there were a copy of it in 
the hand of every freeman in the country. 


From the same of January 8. 

We have traced the course of reasoning of the report of the 
committee of foreign relations to the conclusion that the pacific 
course, suggested as alternative in the president’s message, is 
the course which the present state of the case between the 
United States and France calls for. We resume our account 
of the report at the point where we left off. 

The committee agree in opinion with the president, that we 
cannot pow go behind the treaty, that the question of the fact of 











wrong and the amount of indenmity must be considered as 
closed by it. But, for all other purposes, the committee say, 
the door is still open to negotiation. ‘The misapprehensions on 
the subject of this treaty and the claims of the United States, 
which appear to have existed in the French chambers, and 
prevented their legislative action on the treaty, may be remov- 
ed by explanations, &c. which the United States should be 
ready and willing to make. We might indeed proudly and 
coldly hold up the treaty in our hands, and say to France, for 
our only argument, here is your bond! Butit is due to the 
dignity and the character of this nation to satisfy France and 
the world that, though she has given her obligation to pay the 
money, we would scorn to acceptit if it could be shewn that it 
was not accoided in conformity to the principles of immutable 
justice. 


Many cases have occurred in our history in which we have 
received from other nations injuries which, if so minded, the 
United States might have considered just cause of war, which 
might have heen prosecuted at the expense of thousands of 
lives and millions of money. Other and better counsels, how- 
ever, had prevailed, and peace been preserved with ultimate 
advantage to the country. Even inthe case of France, our 
claims, resisted for more than twenty years, have been atf{length 
acknowledged, as they ought to have been at first. We have the 
act of the treaty making power for liquidating them; and, sooner 
or later, says the report, the provisions of the treaty must be, 
fulfilled by the other branches of that government. 


Here, the report goes on- to say, the committee might stop, 
having expressed their opinion in favor of the alternative dis- 
cussed. But they feel bound to say something on the other 
branch of the president’s suggestion, that we ought to take re- 
dress into our own hands without further delay, should the ap- 
propriation for the treaty not be forthwith made by the French 
chambers. In regard to reprisals, reeommonded by the mes- 
sage as a pacific measure, the report says they are indeed not 
war, but they may lead to war, It is inconceivable that a 
powerful and chivalrous nation like France would quietly snb- 
mit to the seizure of the property of its unoffending citizens pur- 
suing a lawful commerce. In our own constitution the power 
to grant letters of reprisal is specifically classed, among the 
powers of congress, with the power to declare war; and the 
committee are not satisfied that congress can constitutionally 
delegate the power to make reprisals. The committee cannot 
conceive, the report says, any reason why an appropriation 
should not be made by the French chambers to carry the treaty 
into effect: but, even supposing it possible that their just ex- 
pectation in this respect should be disappointed, the committee, 
Without entertaining an unreasonable distrust of the executive, 
expresses the opinion that congress ought to retain to itself the 
right of judging at what time, and upon what state of things, 
reprisals ought to be resorted to. For the present the commit- 
tee are of opinion that congress should refrain from any action 
which would evince a doubt of the sincerity of the French go- 
vernment. The president has, indeed, in his recommendation 
of reprisals, sought to guard it from the imputation of being a 
menace. But, if followed up by an act of congress, that act 
might be liable to be viewed as a measure of intimidation. The 
French government and people will look to our acts and not to 
our professions, and congress itself would do the same, were 


the present relations of France and the United States inverted, 
&e. 


But, should the inquiry be made, if France persist in refusing 
to execute the treaty, what shall then be done? the report says, 
the committee will not anticipate such a result. They look at 
things as they now exist, and will not attempt to anticipate the 
impenetrable future. This nation has shown, when less pow- 
erful in numbers and resources than at present, that it knows 
how to vindicate its rights, when a resort to measures of re- 
dress is expedient and proper. When necessary, we shail not 
shrink from what duty may again demand of uns. Whenever 
the occasion may arise, it cannot be doubted that our united 
councils will triumphantly maintain the rights, the honor, and 
the interests of the country by all the means within their pow- 
er. As things now are, however, the report concludes by say- 
ing that the committee think it expedient to leave congress un- 
fettered and free to act according to circumstances as they may 
hereafter occur. 

Appended to the report is a resolution embodying this con- 
clusion of the committee; which has been made the order of 
the day in the senate for Tuesday next. 


— 9 @ @ Ot 


TREATY WITH FRANUVE. 

Correspondence with the government of France in relation to 
the refusal of that government to make provision for the exe- 
cution of the treaty between the United States and France. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

Extract of a despatch from Mr. Livingston, secretary of state, to 
Mr. Rives, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
of the United States in France. 

Washington, February 4, 1832. 

I have delayed writing to you for some time, for the purpose 
of announcing to you that your important work had been com- 
pleted, by the ratification of the convention you had negotiated. 
I am now enabled to do this. The senate unanimonsly advised 
the ratification; and the day before yesterday the exchange was 
effected. The proclamation will appear on Tuesday, and will 
be sent to you immediately. 














$24 


NILES’ REGISTER—JAN. 10, 18835—TREATY WITH FRANCE. 








lt st —- =~ - 


Edward Livingston, secretary of state, to William C. Rives, en- 


voy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the United 
States in France. 
Department of state, Washington, February 24, 1832. 

Sir: The sixth article of the convention lately concluded be- 
tween the United States and France, provides for the furnish- 
ing of evidence by the two governments, in support of the 
claims of the citizens or subjects of the parties, respectively, 
under the same convention. I[t is the wish of the president, 
therefore, that you should lose no time in addressing an appli- 
cation to the government of France for the benefit of the citi- 
zens of the United States having such claims, conformably with 
the privision of the article of the convention referred to. The 
fetter from Mr. John Connell, who is the agent of very many of 
the claimants on our part, dated the 13th of this month, to this 
department, will be found a good guide, as far as it goes, in de- 
signating the nature and extent of the evidence required. It is 
the wish of the president, moreover, that all the documentary 
evidence, to the same effect, which may be in the archives of 
the legation or consulate of the United States at Paris, should 
be carefully selected, and transmitted as soon as may be, with 
that first above referred to, by some safe and suitable opportu- 
nity, to this department, together with the lists of the whole. 
As some expense must, in all probability, attend the execution 
ef this commission, the president authorises you to defray such 
as may be reasonable and proper; and this will form another 
and distinct a in your public accounts, to be allowed in 
the adjustment of them at the treasury. 

in making the application required, you are authorised to in- 
form the French government of the readiness of this to fulfil its 
reciprocal engagements, with regard to any decumentary evi- 
dence in its possession which may be called for. I am, sir, re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, EDW. LIVINGSTON, 
" Wm, C. Rives, esq. §c. §c. Fc. 


Daniel Brent, acting secretary ef state, to Mr. Rives, 
( Extract.) 
Washington, October 4, 1832. 

* * ~ = + 

Whe claimants under the convention with France await with 
| se anxiety the production by the French government of the 

vcumente which you have officially applied for, and the zeal 
with which you attend to that subject, so important to them at 
the present juncture, is proportionably appreciated. I have in 
structed our agent for claims and consul at Paris to exert him- 
self in forwarding the same object, and have assured him that 
he would find you ready to afford him all the assistance in 
your power, and to sustain him in the performance of my in- 
structions by your official weight and influence. 


Mr. Livingston to Mr. Niles, charge d’affaires of the U. States, 
at Paris. 
Department of state, Washington, February 8, 1833. 

Sir: The secretary of the treasury, in conformity with the 
provision of a law of the last session of congress, yesterday 
drew a bill upon the minister of state and finance of the French 
government for the first instalment and the interest thereupon, 
and for the interest upon the remaining instalments, which in- 
terest is stipulated to be paid by thut government to this in 
twelve months from the date of the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions of the late convention between the United States and his 
smajesty the king of the French. ‘The bill is drawn in favor of 
Samuet Jaudon, cashier of the bank of the United States, or 
order, and will go accompanied to the assignee thereof, in 
France, by a full power from the prevident, authorising and 
empowering him, apon the due payment of the same, to give 
the necessary receipt and acquittance to the French govern- 
ment, according to the provision of the convention referred to. 

You will take an early opportunity, therefore, to apprise the 
French government of this arrangement. I am, sir, respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, EDW. LIVINGSTON, 


Mr, Livingston to Mr. Levett Harris, charge d’affairs of the U. 
States at Paris.— Extract. 
Washington, March 13, 1833. 
* . . ~ a . 

Mr. Niles being instructed to deliver over to you the books 
and archives of the legation, including the correspondence be- 
tween this department and the late minister of the United 
States at Paris, as well as with himself, little or nothing more 
need be said to you, upon the present occasion, except barely 
to refer you to those archives and that correspondence, for mak- 
ing you acquainted with the state of the business of the lega- 
tion, and to recommend to your special care and attention the 
interesting concern which was given in charge to Mr. Rives, 
and has since been entrusted to Mr. Niles, of urging a prompt 
delivery of the papers and documents required of the French 
government, by stipulation of the sixth article of the late con- 
vention between the United States and France, to serve as 
evidence of the claims of citizens of the United States, under 
the same convention. 


Mr. McLane to Mr. Livineston.—Exztract. 
Washington, June 3, 1833. 
The unexpected and unaccountable failure,on the part of 
France, seasonably to provide for the payment of the first in- 
staluient under the convention of the 4th of July, 1831, due on 











———- ee ee 


the 2d of February Jast, will also require your prompt atten- 
tion. The causes of this failure are, as yet unexplained; and 
the disappointment felt by the United States at this extraordi- 
vary delay is greatly increased by the fact, officially communi- 
cated by the French minister at Washington, that down toa 
date subsequent to the demand by the United States, the execu- 
tive department of the French government had not even appli- 
ed to the legislative branch for the necessary appropriation to 
enable it to fulfil the stipulations of the treaty. 

A copy of M. Serurier’s letter to the acting secretary of state, 
upon this subject, and of the answer which the president direct- 
ed to be made, will accompany these instructions, and wili 
enable you to understand the view which the president enter- 
tains of the whole transaction. 

It isaannecessary here to dwell upon the obligations of the 
French government to comply in good faith with the stipula- 
tions of the treaty; but it will not escape your observation that, 
of all the advantages secured by that convention to the govern- 
ment of France, and its citizens, they have been in the full en- 
joyment ever since the date of the exchange of the ratifications, 

You will therefore immediately inquire into the causes which 
have prevented the faithful execution of the convention on the 
part of the French government, and make the ministers sensi- 
ble not only of the disappointment felt by the president, but of 
the effect which the non-payment of the instalment is calculat- 
ed to produce in the minds of the government, and with the 
people of the United States, towards the government of France. 

You wiil promptly communicate the result of your inquiries 
to this department, for the information of the president, and 
you will insist upon the execution of the treaty without further 
delay, not only by the payment of the principal and interest, 
subsequently accruing, of the money due on the 2d of February 
last, but of any expense or charges of any kind which the Unit- 
ed States will necessarily incur by reason of the failure to pay 
at the time of the demand. 

The Duc de Broglie is understood to have expressed some 
regret, and even astonishment, that the United States should 
have undertaken to draw a bill of exchange or the amount of 
the instalment due on the 2d of February last. It is evident, 
however, that there is no foundation for this complaint, since 
the bill was notdrawn at Washington until after the money 
was due in France. No inconvenience whatever could have 
arisen to the French government if they had been prepared to 
pay when the United States had a right to demand; and an at- 
tempt to exercise its own delinquency, by complaining of the 
United States for the mode adopted of receiving payment, is an 
aggravativn of the injury previously inflicted upon the interests 
of the United States. 

Your situation in the government at the time of this transac- 
tion, and your participation in the councils and arguments 
leading to it, have already made you familiar not only with the 
grounds by which the right of the United States to resort to that 
mode for receiving payment may be clearly sustained, but with 
the motives which recommended its adoption. This knowledge, 
therefore, together with the further information you may derive 
of the president’s views, from the letter to M. Serurier, will be 
sufficient for your present purpose, without a more detailed 
discussion of the subject. 

The president, however, will, under no circumstances, per- 
mit the right of the United States to draw for the instalment of 
a bill of exchange, accompanied by the authority which was, 
in this instance, given to the holder of the bill, to be question- 
ed; and he will insist upon the obligation of the French govern- 
ment to pay not only the loss of interest upon the instalment 
until the United States shall actually receive it, but also to 
make indemnity for any loss which the United States may have 
sustained by the failure on the part of France to fulfil the stipu- 
lations of the treaty. 

When the extent of these losses shall be ascertained, the 
demand for indemnity will be properly presented, and you will 
be particularly instructed upon those points on which it may 
be sustained. In the mean time, it will be sufficient to inform 
the French government that the United States will confidently 
rely upon their sense of justice for such indemnity as the case 
shall require. 


Mr. McLane to Mr. Harris. 
Department of state, Washington, June 18, 1833. 

Sir: A correspondence has recently taken place between this 
department and M. Serurier, the minister of France at Wash- 
ington, relative to the protested draft on the French govern- 
ment, of which, for reasons, hereafter stated, it is proper you 
should be informed, and a copy is accordingly herewith com- 
municated. 

Mr. Livingston, who is expected shortly to proceed upon his 
mission to Paris, is particularly charged to ask such explana- 
tions and such indemnity as the nature of the case may autho- 
rise and require; and itis the wish of the president that both 
the general and particular official management of the subject 
should be left for his arrival. 

There is some reason to apprehend, however, that M. Serurier 
may not entirely have comprehended the spirit and import of 
the letters from this department, and that any misapprehension 
upon his part, if communicated to his government, might pro- 
bably produce a prejudical influence upon the negotiation with 
which Mr. Livingston is charged. 

Under these circumstances, and lest Mr. Livingston’s depar- 
ture should from any cause be unexpectedly delayed, it is deem- 
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ed proper to acquaint you with what has taken place here, and 
submit to your discreet judgment, should the subject be men- 
tioned to you by the French government, to avail yourself of 
that opportunity to inform the ministers, in casual conversa- 
tions, that Mr. Livingston is fully instructed upon the whole 
subject, and to explain the views entertained by this govern- 
ment; and you may add, also, such assurances of the earnest 
desire of the president to maintain the friendly relations happily 
existing between the two nations, as you may deem necessary 
or proper. : ‘ , , 

You will perceive, particularly, from the note of M. Serurier 
to the secretary of state, of the 10th instant, that he takes some 

ains to disclaim, on the part of France, ‘‘les arriere-pensees;”? 
and also to disavow every thing like dissimulation in her acts, 
as if such motives or conduct had been, in fact, attributed to that 
government. Why these observations were made by M. Seru- 
rier, itis not easy to discover, since it will be obvious to you, 
from a view of my note of the 3d instant, that such an insinua- 
tion was not even remotely hinted at. In fact the whole tenor 
of the note is entirely respectful to the government and ministry 
of France; and though, as is believed, it unanswerably main- 
tains the right and propriety of the mode adopted by the United 
States to receive payment of the instalment, and refutes the 
objections taken by the Duc de Broglie to the bill of exchange, 
these objects are pursued and accomplished with as much de- 
corum as the occasion allowed. 


The fault was on the part of the French minisiry in not being 
prepared to pay the instalmentin any form, and it would be 
difficult to excuse an attempt to justify that fault by a complaint 
against this government for demanding what they were justly 
entitled to. All this, however, will be properly represented and 
enforced by Mr. Livingston, under his instructions; and I have 
only to repeat, that the sole object of this letter is to enable 
you to prevent any evil or miscoustruction until he can arrive 
and enter upon his duties. I need scarcely admonish you of 
the great discretion and circumspection necessary to be observ- 
ed in your conversations upon this subject; but you cannot be 
too careful to avoid any appearance of shrinking from our 
ground, while we manifest a proper disposition to maintain it 
in a manner becoming the dignity and character of the two go- 
vernments. I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LOUIS McLANE. 
Levett Harris, esq. charge daffairs of the U. S. at Paris. 


Mr. McLane to Mr. Livineston.—Extract. 
Washington, June 24, 1833. 
* * * ” . * 

I do not entirely understand the hesitation on the part of 
France to communicate the documents according to the treaty; 
and certainly the inconvenience stated by the Duc de Broglie, 
as itoughtto have been foreseen previously to the treaty, should 
not now be permitted to interfere with its prompt execution. 
Nevertheless, no objection is perceived to the arrangement pro- 
posed by Mr. Harris; and you are therefore authorised to agree 
to the restoration to France of those documents, excepting the 
decrees of the French courts, which there can be no reason for 
including in such an agreement, after they shall no longer be 
necessary for the purposes of the commissioners, and for those 
contemplated by the treaty. 

It appears to me important that this matter, as well as the 
demands and explanations arising out of the non-payment of 
the instalment and the protested draft, should be confided en- 
lirely to your management; and this, not more than the critical 
state of affairs in Europe, as disclosed by Mr. Harris’s letters, 
and other accounts recently received, would seem imperiously 
to require your early presence at Paris. 


Mr. McLane to Mr. Livineston.—Extract. 
Washington, July 25, 1833. 
* z * * + * 

{ am instructed by the president to state it as his earnest wish 
that you repair to your post with all possible despatch, and that 
on your arrival, you will lose no time in representing to the 
French government, in bold and energetic terms, the deep dis- 
appointment the president already feels, and the injurious ef- 
fects which a failure to execute the treaty must unavoidably 
produce upon the relations between the two countries. 

Iam not satisfied that, in drawing the paper he consented to 
prepare for the Duc de Broglie, Mr. Harris should bave entered 
into a particular exposition of the negotiations which resulted 
in the conclusion of the treaty. That convention should be 
treated as finally and conclusively settling the rights, and fixing 
the obligations of the parties, and as rendering unneccssary on 


either side, and on that of France improper, any allusion to the 
past. 


_ You will require no remark from me to enforce the obliga- 
tons of the French government under the treaty. It is enough 
that by it the national faith is pledged, and it will be your duty 
to let it be clearly understood that this government will rigor- 
Ously insist upon the prompt and complete fulfilment of all the 
stipulations. 

The hesitation which has already been manifested upon this 
subject is wholly unwarrantable and unaccountable. There is 
too much reason, however, to apprehend that the ministers 
themselves have not acted with becoming alacrity; and you are 
already aware that the spirit of opposition has been manifested 
chiefly by the ministerial party. Tis is the less excusable, be- 











cause the present king is understood to have been active in pro- 
moting the conclusion of the treaty, and is, en that account, 
under peculiar obligations to ensure the co-operation and sup- 
port of his own friends. : 

The president expects, therefore, that you will immediately 
inquire into, and, if possible, ascertain the real cause of the 
hesitation and delay which have already taken place: and be 
directs that you will early demand of the French government 
an explicit statement of the views and intentions of the king 
and his ministers, and also of their future expectations, in or- 
der that such measures as the occasion shall, in his judgment, 
require, may be promptly adopted. 





Mr. McLane to Mr. Livingston. 
September, 27, 1833, 
Srr: In a despatch from this office, addressed to your prede- 
cessor on the 18th of June last, was enclosed a copy of the cor- 
respondence, prior to that date, between this department and 
M. Serurier, the French minister, regarding the non-fulfilment, 
on the part of France, of the stipulations of the indemnity con- 
vention of the 4th of July, 1831. I have now the honor to trans- 
mit to you copies of three official notes relating to the same sub- 
ject, which have since passed between the secretary of state 
and the diplomatic representative of his majesty the king of the 
French. These documents, in connexion with those previous- 
ly sent, will, it is believed, put the legation at Paris fully in pos- 
session of all that is necessary to a perfect understanding of the 
present state of this affair at Washington. Confident that you 
will take an early opportunity, after your arrival at Paris, to 
make application to the French government, in obedience to 
your instructions, for such redress and explanations as may be 
just and proper on the occasion. much anxiety is felt here to be 
promptly advised of the progress ef your negotiation; and the 
president entertains a lively hope that a satisfactory arrange- 
ment of existing difficulties may yet be made in season to be 
communicated to congress at the commencement of the ap- 
proaching session. I am, with great respect, your obedient ser- 
vant, LOUIS McLANE, 
Edward Livingston, esq. &e. &c, Ke. 
[ ACCOMPANIMENTS. ] 
Letter from M. Serurier to Mr. McLane, 3lst August, 1833. 
Mr. McLane to M. Serurier, 5th Sept. 1833. 
M. Serurier to Mr. McLane, 10th Sept. 1833. 


Mr. McLane to Mr. Livingston, 
Department of state, Washington, Dec. 11, 1833. 

Sir: Your despatches to number 10, inclusive, with the ex 
ception of the ninth, have been received; the three last only the 
day before the president sent his message to congress. 

The president could not adopt your suggestion for recom- 
mending the suspension of the act of congress executing the 
convention, on the part of the United States, inasmuch as that 
measure would have weakened the strong ground on which we 
now stand, and deprived us of the advantage we now possess 
in having promptly fulfilled our engagements. The true policy 
is scrupulously to fulfil our engagements, and rigidly to exact a 
similar performance from others. In this spirit, your instruc- 
tions were conceived, and, by the same spirit, the future policy 
of this government will be guided. Should the United States 
unfortunately be driven to coercive measures to enforce the 
treaty, itis not probable that they will be of so mild a charac- 
ter as that you have suggested. 

The president is much gratified at the manner in which you 
have already entered upon and conducted the important busi- 
ness of your mission; and he does not doubt that you will use 
every exertion in your power to effect an appropriation at the 
earliest period after the meeting of the chambers. On this sub- 
ject it will be important to allow the past to offer an admoni- 
tion for the future, and to guard against similar embarrassments 
by an appropriation for the instalments which may hereafter 
become due. It is hoped, therefore, that you will find little dif. 
ficulty in prevailing upon the king and his ministers to obtain 
such a law as will authorise the payment of each of the instal- 
ments, as they severally fall due, without the necessity of re- 
curring again to the chambers. This would not only be wise 
and prudent in itself, but expedient and advantageous for the 
ministry. It would, moreover, be only a fair concession to us 
for previous disappointment, and a proper manifestation on the 
part of the French government of their desire to avoid the re- 
currence of difficulty in future. I am, sir, with great respect, 
your obed’t serv’t, LOUIS McLANE, 

‘To Edward Livingston, esq. envoy extraordinary and 

minister plenipotentiary of the United States in France. 


Mr. McLane to Mr. Livingston. 
Department of state, Washington, March 15, 1834. 

Srr: Your despatch No. 23, dated the 22d of January, was re- 
ceived at the department on the 13th instant, and has been sub- 
mitted to the president. 

It is believed that there can be no reasonable doubt of the ob- 
ligation on the part cf the French government to communicate 
to the United States the records of her courts free of expense. 
The change of the word “‘communicate,’’ used in the conven- 
tion, from that of “deliver,’? in Mr, Rives’s projet, cannot va- 
ry the obligation. The word “‘communicate” js not less signi- 
ficant than the word “‘deliver,’}in regard cither to “‘documents”? 
or ‘*litles,”? but is more compréhensive and more appropriate in 
regard to other matiers; and it may well be suppvoaed to have 
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been used in the convention, in preference to the word ‘deli- 
ver,”’ because, by the sixth article, not only documents and 
titles, but “other informations”? necessary to facilitate the liqul- 
dation of the claims, were to be imparted; and as to these 
‘other informations,’ the word ‘deliver’? would not have been 
pertinent. 

The plain engagement of the government of France, under 
the sixth article, is to communicate to that of the United States, 
by the intermediary of the legation, the documents, titles, or 
Other informations, proper to facilitate the liquidation of the 
claims. The common and natural import of the word “com- 
municate” is, to impart to others what is in One’s Own posses- 
sion, to give to Others as partakers, to bestow, and to confer a 
joint possession; in either sense, the word is sufficiently com- 
tr waren and explicit to require of France to coufer upon the 

nited States a joint possession of the records necessary in the 
execution of their joint convention. 

To understand this engagement properly, it should be cou- 
sidered no less in reference to the objects of the treaty than to 
the purpose to which the documents or informations are to be 
applied. 

It is an engagement between the governments that each will 
communicate to the other the documents in their possession, 
respectively, for the purpose of being used as evidence in the 
liquidation of claims guarantied by the treaty. Now in what 
tmnanner can “documents” or “titles” required for this purpose 
be communicated? In no other way, it is presuined, than by 
bestowing the originals, or copies, or imparting their contents 
in such an official and autbentic form as will render them com- 
petent evidence for the purpose to which they are to be applied. 
The joint possession of these documents, to which the United 
States are entitled, as is implied by the treaty, could not be in 
any other manner conferred. 

While France may be free to adopt either of the above modes, 
as may best suit her convenience, it cannot be pretended, if she 
adopts the One imposing the greatest labor upon her own offi- 
cers, that the United States can be bound to pay the expense 
incurred for her own accommodation. 

You will not fail to observe, moreover, that this is not an en- 
gagement that individuals may procure from the courts of 
France copies of their records—a right existing independent of 
the treaty—bu: that the government of France will communi- 
cate those records to the government of the United States. 
The government of France also has engaged to do this without 
any condition whatever annexed to her stipulations; but if it 
has a right to require fees and expenses attending the fulfilment 
of the engagement, it not only annexes a condition, but one 
which might prove extremely onerous to the governinent hav- 
ing the right of a joint possession of the documents, if not de- 
structive of the objects of the treaty. ‘The right to annex such 
a condition, moreover, would render the sixth article of the 
treaty nuagatory; inasmuch as, independently of that engage- 
ment, either the government of the United States, or their indi- 
vidual citizens, would have been entitled to apply for copies of 
judicial records upon paying the fees of office. [t is clear, 
therefore, that the treaty meant to create an unconditional ob- 
ligation on the part of the French government to do something 
more, and on different terms, than she could have been requir- 
ed to do without it. 

The president persuades him-elf that you will see, in these 
observations, a clear right to insist upon a communication of 
these documents free of expense, and that you will be able to 
convince the French ministry that their interpretation of the 
sixth article cannot be regarded as a literal execution of the 
treaty. 1 may add, also, that the records of the courts are not 
only the most important, but, indeed, the only important docu- 
ments proper to facilitate the liquidation of the American 
claims; the other papers to which your letter relates, being, for 
the most part, immaterial, and not particularly required, either 
by the claimants or the commissiouers. 

It is the desire of the president that you will lose no time in 
bringing this matter to a close, and, if your renewed exertions 
should fail in producing a change in the views of the French 
ministry, that you will, nevertheless, direct the copies to be 
made, and inform this department of the sum which will proba- 
bly be required to pay the expense, in order that the necessary 
steps may be taken for its payment. [ am, with great respect, 
your obedient servant, LOUIS McLANE, 

Edward Livingston, esq. ¥c. Yc. §c. 


Mr. McLane to Mr. Livingston. 
May 17, 1834. 

Sir: Your despatch (No. 34) of the 3d ult. informing me of 
the rejection, by the chamber of deputies, of the bill for carry- 
ing the convention into effect, was received some days ago. 
That extraordinary proceeding has produced, in the president’s 
mind, the most painful surprise. After the assurances which 
had been made to you, both by the king and his ministers, the 
president was authorised to expect that the most prompt and 
effectual measures would have been adopted for falfilling the 
stipulations of the treaty; measures alike due to the forbearance 
shown by the United States, and to the good faith professed by 
France. 

You will see, by the public papers, that the country partici- 
pates in the disappointment felt by the president. What mea- 
sures may be called for by a proper regard for the rights and 
honor of the United States, the president will not undertake to 
decide until he is more fully informed of the effect and charac- 








ter of the proceeding in the chamber of deputies, and of the sen- 
tinents and intentions of the French government on the sub. 
ject, but particularly of the state of the proposition submitted 
by you to the King. Your next despatches will probably con. 
tain the necessary information On these points, and, hence 

they are looked for with great solicitude. Friendship with 
France has always been one of the objects of our foreign poli- 
cy, and it would be a source of deep regret to the people and 
government of this country, to find themselves compelled to re. 
sort to proceedings of a contrary aspect. ‘The president, there- 
fore, hopes, to see, by your expected Communications, that the 
conduct of the French government is such as to remove the 
anxiety which the unsatisfactory explanations and assurances 

contained in your last despatch, had left undiminished, I will 
not conceal from you my opinion, however, that if the explana- 
tions and assurances which thay be offered by the new Inivistry 
shall not be more satisfactory, the president will think himseif 
called upon to recommend the adoption of such measures as 
shall be caleulated to vindicate the rights and honor of the 
country. I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient ser- 


vant, LOUIS McLANE, 
Edward Livingston esq. §c. §c. 





Mr. McLane to Mr, Livingston. 
May 29, 1834, 

Sir: Since my despatch of the 17th inst, | have received 
yours numbered 35 and 36, and Jaid them before the president, 
The additional information which they contain, is but litue cal- 
culated to diminish the president’s dissatisfaction at the failure 
of the French government to carry the convention into effect. 
But, as you state thata corvette had been sent out with instruc- 
tions to M. Serurier to make the necessary explanations, the 
president has decided to wait a reasonable time for her arrival, 
before he makes any communication on the subject to congress, 
though he entertains little hope that M. Serurier’s explanations 
will be calculated to diminish the necessity of energetic mea- 
sures on the part of this government. 

In the mean time, I am directed by the president to express 
his approbation of your conduct in relation to the matter. 

J enclose a duplicate of my despatch No. 21. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 


LOUIS McLANE. 
Edward Livingston, esq. §c. {c. 


Mr. McLane to Mr. Livingston. 

Washington, May 30, 1834. 
Srr: I have caused to be collected and translated the pro- 
ceedings and discussions in the chamber of deputies, relative to 
the convention between the United States and France, for the 
purpose of being transmitted with the president’s message to 
congress on the subject. For more convenient reference, I have 
had the collection printed; intending, however,to keep it in the 
department umtil the message is sent. Presuming that it may 
be useful to you to possess a copy, I now transmitone. We 
are without any further advices from France since my last de- 

spatch. I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
LOUIS McLANE, 


Mr. McLane to Mr. Livingston. 
Washington, June 13, 1834. 

Sir: In accordance with the request contained in your de- 
spatch No. 36, | forward the accompanying paper, which shows 
that the board of commissioners under the treaty with Spain, of 
22d February, 1819, decided against the admission of the class 
of claims embracing the American vessels confiscated at Ba- 
yonne, upon the ground that neither the general principles of 
ihe law of nations, nor the stipulations of the treaty of 1795, 
imposed any liability on Spain for wrongs done to others, with- 
in her territory, by her own open enemy. The persons inter- 
ested in the cases alluded to, have consequently received no 
indemnification. 

The last despatch received from you is dated the 23d Apri}, 
No. 37, which reached the department on the 7th instant. Iam, 
sir, With great respect, your obedient servant, 

LOUIS MecLANE. 
[Paper referred to in the preceding despatch. ] 

Extract from the final report of the commissioners under the 
Florida convention, recorded in their journal, 8th June, 1824. 

‘*‘And in determining on the liability of the Spanish govern- 
ment under such supposed circumstances, the commission have 
uniformly taken as their guide the law of nations, and the sti- 
pulations of the treaty concluded between the United States 
and Spain, on the 27th October, 1795 Acting in pursuance of 
this general rule, the commission has refused to receive as good 
claims against Spain any of those which sought redress for the 
numerous wrongs and injuries inflicted by the power of France 
upon the rights of citizens of the United States, within the an- 
cient limits of old Spain, during the period intervening between 
the invasion and expulsion of the French armies in 1813. 

“The general principles of the public law were not consider- 
ed as imposing a liability npon any nation for wrongs done to 
others within its territory by its own open enemy, nor did the 
treaty of 1795 impose upon Spain any obligation te do more than 
to endeavor, by all means in her power, to protect and defend 
American effeets, which should be within the extent of her ju- 
risdiction, and to use all her efforts to recover, and cause the 
same to be restored, if taken within the same; obligations which, 
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as they regard the cases now referred to, no doubt existed with 
the commission, Spain felt and would have satisfied, if within 
her ability so to do.”? 
Mr. McLane to Mr. Livingston. 
Department of state, Washington, June 27, 1834. 

Sir: Since my despatch to you of the 13th instant, your de- 
spatches Nos. 38 and 39 have been received. The communica- 
tion which you were informed M. Serurier would be instructed 
to make to this government, has also been received; and a co- 
py, with my answer, is now enclosed for your information. 
You will see that although no explanation is afforded of the 
causes which led to the rejection of the bill by the chamber, 

et the assurances of the king’s adherence to the treaty, ard of 
the determination of the king and his government to use all 
constitutional means in their power, both to induce the cham- 
ber to carry it into effect, and to hasten the time when it may 
be acted upon by the chamber, are so strong, that, without im- 
puting the grossest bad faith, is it impossible altogether to reject 
them. It was, moreover, evident, from the discussion in the 
chamber, that the assurances which bad been made to you of 
the sincerity of the ministers were, in a great degree at least, 
well founded: indeed the speeches of the Due de Broglie, in 
which the obligations of France on the subject were urged with 
an ability and frankness that reflect the highest honor on that 
eminent minister, were, perhaps, sufficient to remove all doubt 
on that point. 

The president, therefore, upon the considerations stated in 
the note to M. Serurier, decided to afford an opportunity for fur- 
ther action on the part of the chamber, and to rely upon the ef 
forts of the King’s government to obtain an early and favorable 
result. In coming to this conclusion, however, you are to un- 
derstand, and cause it to be distinctly announced to the French 
government, that the president has looked to the assembling of 
the new chambers, as soon after the new elections as the king, 
according to the charter, has the power to convoke them. The 
letter of M. Serurier is understood to convey this assurance by 
the direction of his government. It is, moreover, due to the 
national honor of the United States, as indeed it is to that of 
France, that no time should be lost in making the appeal which 
the king’s governinent has promised, from the decision of the 
oid to the new chamber; and I have, therefore, to repeat, that 
an early convocation of the chambers is considered by the pre- 
sident as within the declared intention of the king’s government 
to use all the powers confided to them to hasten the decision 
by the chambers. 

That measure, moreover, is not only due to the United States, 
but is necessary with a view to the adoption of such measures 
as the decision may require at the next session of congress. 
That session, as you are aware, will terminate on the 3d of 
March next. If the meeting of the chambers should be post- 
poned to the ordinary period in December, the result will not 
be known at Washington in time to be acted upon before the 
adjournment. The president cannot, and will not, under any 
circumstances, permit the next session of congress to terminate 
without asking for their definitive and energetic action upon the 
subject. Indeed, it is his intention, resting upon the assurances 
ofthe French government, given by M. Serurier, to bring the 
subject befure congress for this purpose at the opening of their 
next session, of which the French government should be imme- 
diately informed. It is expected, therefore, that the chambers 
will be convoked in time to allow him to be informed of their 
decision before the opening of the next session of congress. 

As great error seeme to prevail in France as to the true amount 
of the spoliations committed on the commerce of the United 
States, | send you a report made by the commissioners appoint- 
ed under the law to carry the treaty into effect, showing the 
amount of the claims which have already been filed before 
them. This report was made in pursuance of a resolution of 
the senate, and is entitled to the highest confidence. Though 
the amount claimed is, in each case, that set forth by the claim- 
ant, and may therefore be exaggerated; yet it is stated by him 
on oath, and has consequently all the sanction that can, in the 
present stage of the business, be given it. The amount, it is 
true, includes part of the property (for all the claims have not 
yet been presented) which was condemned under the Berlin 
and Milan decrees, while asserted by the French government 
to have been in force. But although the French negotiators 
sought to exclude claims founded on those condemnations, the 
United States have never acquiesced in the validity of those 
decrees; and though those condemnations may have been made 
more according to the forms of law, they have nothing else to 
distinguish them from all the other unjust spoliations commit- 
ted on our commerce. It is fair too, in estimating the injury 
done to our citizens, to add the interest on the property taken 
away from our citizens, that being as much a loss as the princi- 
pal. 

I transmitted to you with my Iast despatch, the evidence 
which you requested, to show that no indemnification has been 
received for the vessels seized at St. Sebastian, and sold at Ba- 
yonne. These papers are sent to you only to be used informal- 
ly, and at your discretion, in your conversations with the minis- 
try and others; and the foregoing remarks on our claims are 
made for the same purpose, and not with a view to any new 
negotiations, Or any modification of the treaty. Upon this point 
the president’s determination is fixed, and is not to be changed 
by any circumstances whatever. In giving hie consent to the 
convention, he yielded all that he could yield, consistently with 





the rights and interests of the U. States for the sake of an ami- 
eable termination of the differences between the two countries. 
But there he will stop. Itis his duty to the honor of his coun- 
try, and to every principle of national faith, and it is, therefore, 
his determination to cause the treaty to stand as it is, and to be 
carried into effect to the letter, and in good faith. Ifthe French 
chamber, uninfluenced by all those high considerations which 
belong to the subject, should refuse to carry into effect the con- 
vention solemnly made in that spirit, and for that object, the 
responsibility for the consequences will be all its own. 

The president, however, anticipates no such result. He re- 
lies, as M. Serurier has been requested to inform his govern- 
ment, upon the good faith of the king and his government, and 
of the chamber itself, and of the French nation, fora prompt 
and full performance of all the conditions of the treaty. He ex- 
pects you will lose no time in making his views and intentions 
clearly known to the French government: and you will parti- 
cularly ascertain, and transmit early information to the depart- 
ment, at what time it may be expected that the chainber will 
be convoked. 

In consequence of an allegation, in the chamber, of some of 
the members who opposed the law, that Mr. Barlow had offered 
to receive eighty licenses as a full indemnity for our claims, lL 
had hoped to have it in ny power, by this opportunity, to enua- 
ble you to refute the statement. Mr. Barlow’s instructions, 
however, are not to be found in the department, and his execu- 
tors have not yet furnished the copies in their possession. [ 
am enabled now to inform you, however, that the offer, if made 
by Mr. Barlow, was not authorised by his instractions, and, 
when accidentally communicated to his government, was dis- 
tinctly disavowed and disapproved by the president. If a suit- 
able opportunity should offer, it will be well for you to give the 
necessary refutation of a statement which, if believed, might be 
injurious to our national pride and honor. fam, with great re- 
spect, vour obedient servant, LOUIS McLANE., 

To Edward Livingston, &c. &c. &e. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Livingston. 
Department of state, Washington, November 6, 1834. 
[ALREADY PUBLISHED. ] 
Correspondence between the minister of the United States at 
Paris, and the French minister of foreign affairs. 

Mr. Rives to the count Sebastiani, dated 20th June, 1832, 

Mr. Niles to the Duc de Broglie, 20th October, 1832. 

The Duc de Broglie to Mr. Niles, 15th November, 1832, 

Same to same, 29th December, 1832, 

Mr. Niles to the Duc de Broglie, 2ist January, 1833. 

The Duc de Broglie to Mr. Niles, 31st January, 1833. 

[All these letters, relating to copies of papers required to as- 
sist the adjudication of claims under the treaty of 1832, are not 
deemed material to the great question depending between the 
ae Te and therefore, to save room, are here omit- 
ted. 


Mr. Niles to the French minister of foreign affairs. 
Paris, March 21, 1833. 

Monsieur Le Duc: I have this morning received a despatch 
from my government, by which [ am apprised that the secretary 
of the treasury of the United States, in conformity to the pro- 
visions of a law of congress, has negotiated a draft upon the 
government of France, for the amount of the first inatalment 
due under the treaty between the United States and the king’s 
government of the 4th of July, 1831. 

The amount of the draft is composed of capital and interest, 
computed according to the stipulations of the abovementioned 
treaty, forming a sum of four million eight hundred and fifty- 
six thousand six hundred and sixty-six francs and sixty-six cen- 
times, (frs. 4,856,666 66), and is drawn in favor of Samnel Jan- 
don, cashier of the bank of the United States. or order, and 
will be presented for puyment by the assignee thereof in Franee 
together with a full power from the president of the Unite 
States, authorising and empowering him, upon the payment of 
the said draft, to give the necessary receipt and aequittance to 
the French government, according to the provisions of the treaty 
referred to. 

In obedience to the instructions of my government, I hasten 
to communicate this intelligence to your excellency. 

The bill is, as I understand, drawn upon his excellency the 
minister of finance, and will, in all probability, be presented 
for payment, at the finance department, in the course of a day 
or two from this date. 

1 have the honor to reiterate to your exeellency assurances 
of the highest consideration, with which I am, Monsieur le 
Due, your very humble servant, N. NILES. 

Son ercellency le Duc de Broglie, ministre secretarie d’etat aw 

department des affaires estrangeres. 
The French minister of foreign affairs to Mr. Niles, 
[ TRANSLATION. | 
Paris, March 26, 1833. 

Sir: [ received your letter of the 2lst instant, informing me 
that the secretary of the treasury of the United States, aecord- 
ing toa law of congress, had negotiated a bill drawn on the 
minister of finance, of France, for the pryment of the first in- 
stalment of the sum stipulated in the treaty of July 4, 1831. 

Itis a source of regret, and indeed of astonishment, that the 
government of the United States did not think proper to have 
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an understanding with that of France before taking this step. 
It was well known in Washington, that, according to a consti- 
tutional principle, which is also rigorously observed in the 
United States, this treaty of July 4, 1831, could not take effect 
in France until it had received the assent of the legislature in 
all its financial particulars. Circumstances, over which the 
king’s government have no control, have hitherto prevented it 
from asking for such sanction; and, although the treaty does 
not contain any express stipulation as regards the necessity of 
such assent, yet it should not the less be considered as implied, 
inasmuch as it necessarily arises from the nature of things, 
and the fundamental maxims of our public law. We, there- 
fore, had every reason to expect that the United States would 
of themselves see the necessity of delaying any measure like 
this until the legislature of France, on being asked to vote the 
supplies for paying the sums agreed upon in the treaty of July 
4, 1831, had granted thein, and thus enabled the government 
to fulfil its engagements, or, at least, that any such measure 
would have been made to depend upon this grant. 

I have also to observe, sir, upon the mode adopted for re- 
ceiving payment, according to the terms of the treaty, how ir- 
regular it is, and how much at variance even with the dispo- 
sitions of that treaty. By the second article, the sum of twenty- 
five millions is to be paid, in certain instalments, into the hands 
of the person or persons authorised to receive it by the govern- 
ment of the U. States: that is to say, that, according to the cus- 
tom generally observed, all that regards the execution of the es- 
sential clauses of the treaty is to be done by means of communi- 
cations between the two governments themselves, or between 
their agents, furnished with special powers thereunto. Now, in 
my opinion, the U. States government, by negotiating with a 
third party a bill drawn upon the minister of France in his in- 
dividual capacity, instead of conferring a special authority upon 
the person charged with receiving the amount of the instal- 
ment, has gone out of the natural course which the treaty itself 

ints out, and which is supported by so many precedents. 

ou, sir, must yourself have made this observation, and I am 
convinced that your government will, as soon as it is laid be- 
fore them, appreciate the justness of it. 


lt is needless for me to say that the king’s government has 
no intention of throwing off any engagement which it entered 
into by the treaty in question. Its own integrity is the best as- 
surance thatit will fulfil them all, as far as lies in its power; 
yet it is essential that it should justify itself to the chambers 
and to the nation; but I can assure you, that although there 
may be some delay in the acquittal of the sums mentioned in the 
treaty, yet that delay, which circumstances render unavoidable, 
will not be greater than necessity requires. 

{ send more at length, however, to our minister at Washing- 
ton, these same explanations; be will lay them before your go- 
vernment. 

Your government, sir, will appreciate duly the parliamentary 
considerations, and the constitutional principles on which they 
are founded, and [ doubt not that the affair will end by inspiring 
them with greater confidence in the rectitude of the king’s go- 
vernment. 

Accept, sir, the assurances of my most distinguished conside- 
tions, &c. Ke. V. BROGLIE, 


Mr. Niles to the Duc de Broglie. 
Paris, March 28, 1833. 

The undersigned, charge d’affairs of the United States, feels 
it incumbent on him to represent to his majesty’s government, 
that, in conformity to the stipulations of the second article of 
the treaty entered into between the United States and his ma- 
jesty the king of the French on the 4th of July, 1831, the ratifi- 
cations whereof were duly exchanged at Washington on the 2d 
day of February, 1832, the secretary of the United States trea- 
sury being duly empowered so to do by the American govern- 
ment, did, on the second day of February last, execute and dis- 

of, to Samuel Jaudon, cashier of the bank of the United 
tates, or his assignee, a draft at sight om the government of 
France for four millions eight hundred and fifty-six thousand 
six hundred and sixty-six francs and sixty-six centimes, being 
the amount of the first instalment due to the United States un- 
der the said article of the abovementioned treaty. The bearer 
of this draft, in whose favor it was negotiated, was also pos- 
sessed of a full power from the president of the United States, 
authorising him to receive the amonnut drawn for, from his 
majesty’s minister secretary of state for the department of 
finance, to whom the said draft was addressed,and to give 
such acquittance for the amount of said draftin behalf of the 
United States as his majesty’s government might require. 

The undersigned had the honor, on the 2lst instant to notify 
his majesty’s minister secretary of state for the department of 
foreign affairs that a bill has been drawn by the secretary of the 
United States treasury, for the amount of the beforementioned 
instalment in favor of Samuel Jaudon, cashier of the bank of 
the United States, or order, and that the bill would in the 
course of a few days thereafter, be presented for payment by the 
assignee of the said Jaudon,in France together with a full 
power from the president of the United States, authorising him 
to receive the amount of the drafi, and to give the necessary 
acquiltance. 

It has come to the kuowledge of the undersigned that the said 
draft was presented to his majesty’s minister secretary of state 
for the departinent of finance, by the banking-house of Roths- 
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child, Brothers, of this city, together with the full power above 
referred to, of the president of the United States, on the 23d jn- 
stant; and that his majesty’s minister secretary of state for the 
department of finance did, on that day refuse to pay the said 
draft, in consequence whereof the said bill was protested. 

By this refusal of his majesty’s government, the United States 
will be subjected to a legal claim for damages on the part of the 
owners of the bill, the amount of which will be determined » 
the laws of the state in which the person in whose favor the 
bill was drawn resides. 

The United States government, having scrupulously carried 
into execution all the provisions of the treaty before mentioned 
binding upon it, will see with unfeigned regret and surprise, in 
this refusal of His majesty’s government to pay the first instaj- 
ment due to the United States under the said treaty, a non-ful- 
filment of one of the fandamental stipulations of a convention, 
equally and unconditionally obligatory upon both the contract- 
ing parties, and will consequently hold his majesty’s govern- 
ment auswerable for all the losseseand injuries which it, or its 
citizens, may sustain consequent upon the refusal of his majes- 
ty’s government to pay the draft in question. 

The undersigned has the honor to state, for the information 
of his majesty’s government, that the bill is now in the hands 
of the Messieurs Hottinguer, of this city, agents of Samuel Jau- 
don, and that the amount of expenses incurred thereon is as yet 
inconsiderable; and the undersigned cannot but indulge the 
hope that his majesty’s government will avail itself of the very 
short time which will elapse before the bill must be returned to 
the United States, to take it up, and, by so doing, to preserve 
unimpaired the high respect and confidence entertained by the 
American government and people for and in the honor and fide- 
lity of the king’s government. 

The undersigned, in addressing this note to his excelleney 
the Duc de Broglie, has the honor to renew to him assurances 
of the highest and most distinguished consideration. 

N. NILES, charge d’ affaires of the U. S. 
1 son excellence le duc de Broglie, ministre secretaire d’etat aw 
department des affaires estrangers, 


The French minister of foreign affairs to Mr, Niles. 
[TRANSLATION. ] 
Paris, April 16, 1833. 

Str: I communicated to the minister of marine the wish you 
expressed to me that he would cause to be affixed to the list of 
American vessels destroyed by the French squadrons at sea, a 
ewe of its being complete, and worthy of entire faith and 
creait. 

The minister of marine regrets that he is unable to comply 
with the whole of that request. He observes that he has, i- 
deed, reason to suppose all of the reports relative to the de- 
struction of American vessels by French squadrons to have 
been accurately addressed to the marine department; yet he 
cannot affirm, and officially attest, that unknewn. circumstan- 
ces may not have prevented some of them from reaching theis 
address. He can, therefore, only certify that the imformation 
contained in the list drawn up by his orders ie conformable with 
the documents in his bureaux, and that the said list comprises 
all the vessels under American flags destroyed by the national 
vessels, errors and omissions excepted. If a certificate in these 
terms will suffice, and you will send me back the original list, 
the minister of marine will cause such certificate to be attached 
to it. You may have remarked, sir, in the list, that the four 
American vessels burnt at sea by admiral L’Allemand’s squa- 
dron, were made the subject of a special commission, which 
was held at the time at Rochefort. Conceiving that the results 
of the labors of that commission might be useful to the United 
States government, I requested official copies ef them; and 
having had them duly authenticated, I have the honor to trans- 
mit them to you. 

Should your government need any other information relative 
to American vessels destroyed at sea, the minister of marine 
conceives that the most natural, certain and expeditious mode 
of obtaining it would be for the American commission, charged 
with the settiement of the claims founded on the convention of 
July 4, 1831, to draw up an exact and circumstantial statement 
of all the claims preferred by the owners of vessels destroyed 
at sea; which, being communicated to the French government, 
would be rectified in the bureaux of the marine department. 
This is very nearly the method adopted by many of the foreign 
governments of the settlements made in pursuanee of the con- 
ventions of 1814, 15 and 18, and it is also similar to that whieb 
the United States found to answer very well with respect te the 
claims admitted by the convention of 1803. Besides which, it 
seems to me completely to fulfil the intentions expressed in the 
6th article of the convention of July 4, 1831. It may also be 
applied to all the other claims; and I hope you will direct the 
attention of your government to this point; for 1 fear that our 
laws and regulations will not permit us to give to the 6th arti- 
cle an interpretation so extended as that required by Mr. Rives. 
I do not, however, pronounce any definitive opinion on the 
subject, as the king’s government wishes previously to know 
the results of the labors of a special commission of auditors of 
the council of state, to which it has committed the collection 
and examination of all papers relative to American vessels to 
be found among the archives. I have reason to believe that 
this commission will soon terminate its labors. I have the ho- 
nor to be, your most humble and obedient servant, 

V. BROGLIE. 





